
NIV® BIBLE STUDENT

NIV®

Summer
2020

International Sunday School Lessons
Uniform Series International Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching

June • July • August

standardlesson.com

Many Faces of 
Wisdom
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, 
Gospels, James

4628220-NIV Bible Student-SelfCover-DM.indd   1 10/30/19   9:56 AM



Proverbs 1:1-4, 7, 8, 
10,20-22, 32, 33

1 The proverbs of Solomon son of Da-
vid, king of Israel:

2 for gaining wisdom and instruction;
for understanding words of 

insight;
3 for receiving instruction in prudent 

behavior,
doing what is right and just and 

fair;
4 for giving prudence to those who 

are simple,
knowledge and discretion to the 

young.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

7 The fear of the Lord is the begin-
ning of knowledge,

but fools despise wisdom and 
instruction.

8 Listen, my son, to your father’s 
instruction

and do not forsake your mother’s 
teaching.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Listen to God’s Wisdom 3

    Listen to
God’s Wisdom

Devotional Reading:  Psalm 34:11-18

Background Scripture:  Proverbs 1
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Proverbs 1:1-4, 7, 8, 
10,20-22, 32, 33

1 The proverbs of Solomon son of Da-
vid, king of Israel:

2 for gaining wisdom and instruction;
for understanding words of 

insight;
3 for receiving instruction in prudent 

behavior,
doing what is right and just and 

fair;
4 for giving prudence to those who 

are simple,
knowledge and discretion to the 

young.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

7 The fear of the Lord is the begin-
ning of knowledge,

but fools despise wisdom and 
instruction.

8 Listen, my son, to your father’s 
instruction

and do not forsake your mother’s 
teaching.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

10 My son, if sinful men entice you,
do not give in to them.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
20 Out in the open wisdom calls aloud,

she raises her voice in the public 
square;

21 on top of the wall she cries out,
at the city gate she makes her 

speech:
22 “How long will you who are simple 

love your simple ways?
How long will mockers delight in 

mockery
and fools hate knowledge?”

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
32 “For the waywardness of the simple 

will kill them, 
and the complacency of fools will 

destroy them;
33 but whoever listens to me will live 

in safety
and be at ease, without fear of 

harm.”
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    Listen to
God’s Wisdom
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Lesson 1 (NIV)
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Introducing a Book
1:1. King Solomon (reigned 970–930 

BC) is mentioned by name at two other 
places in the book, establishing the ori-
gin of the book’s contents (Proverbs 10:1; 
25:1). According to the latter verse, “the 
men of Hezekiah king of Judah [com-
piled]” the proverbs of Solomon found in 
the succeeding chapters. 

Solomon’s wisdom was a gift from God. 
Like any spiritual gift, wisdom has to be 
accepted and practiced regularly. Though 
he was a wise man, Solomon shows in the 
direction his life took how he himself ig-
nored the very words with which he de-
sired to guide others. He married women 
from other nations; these women lured 
him into worshipping those gods. As a 
result, the Lord told Solomon that the im-
pressive kingdom that David, his father, 
had left for him to rule would be divided 
after Solomon’s death.

2a. Gaining wisdom is recognizing the 
best course of action for a given situation 
and following through on that action. The 
Hebrew word translated instruction implies 
disciplining a person in the correct way of 
living in the sight of God.

2b. Words of insight must be personally 
embraced and applied in order to be of 
genuine value. 

3. Instruction is repeated to emphasize 
its importance. The word translated pru-
dent behavior emphasizes discernment. 
One sees the ways in which godly wisdom 
is to manifest itself. Being just does not ap-
ply only to an ethical standard in a judicial 
setting. It also includes the idea of apply-
ing good reasoning to situations that con-

front one daily, especially those involving 
others in need. Fairness is closely tied to 
this and relates to our treatment of others. 

4a. The Hebrew word translated pru-
dence can have a negative connotation. 
One form of the Hebrew word is used of 
the serpent in Genesis 3:1; he was “more 
crafty” than any other creature the Lord 
had made. But the same root can also im-
ply a more positive quality. This positive 
nuance is what Solomon intends here.

4b. The victim of scheming and crafti-
ness is someone who lacks life experience 
and knowledge. Such a person must be 
teachable, willing to listen to the instruc-
tion and discipline that wisdom has to offer.

4c. The designation the young can sug-
gest that the reason for ignorance is par-
tially a matter of lack of time to have al-
ready learned. 

Emphasis on the male child reflects the 
patriarchal society of that time and the 
importance placed on fathers to train their 
sons. The principles found throughout 
Proverbs are clearly valuable for both men 
and women.

Introducing Wisdom
7a. Solomon reveals that the key to ob-

taining knowledge is the fear of the Lord. The 
word fear covers a broad range of mind-sets. 
Here it means primarily to acknowledge 
and submit to the Lord as the source of true 
knowledge and wisdom. As long as an indi-
vidual possesses the fear of the Lord, he or 
she is on the path to wisdom.

Though the world may agree that pru-
dence, righteousness, justice, and fairness 
are worthy pursuits, many scoff at the 
assertion that knowledge of God’s ways 
is necessary for human excellence in any 
field of inquiry. Yet the rejection of the fear 
of the Lord as the basis for knowledge is 
precisely the cause of the strife, turmoil, 
and disorder that mark current society.

7b. To ignore wisdom is to embark on 

 4 June 7

the path of fools. Such individuals dem-
onstrate their contempt for God and his 
instruction. 

8. Some have suggested that the term 
son in Proverbs should be interpreted as a 
disciple or student. However, the context 
supports translating this word in familial 
terms instead of educational. Both father 
and mother are instrumental in teaching 
wisdom to their children (Proverbs 6:20). 
The consequences of not hearing, or of for-
saking, the instruction and teaching of par-
ents will be discipline and potential disaster.

10. The behavior of friends can influence 
one’s behavior, often in a negative way. 

Proverbs 1:11-19 includes more spe-
cific words of enticement from plotting, 
scheming sinners. They are not just out 
to participate in some good-natured fun. 
Rather, they clearly want to do harm 
to someone, to “lie in wait for innocent 
blood” (Proverbs 1:11). An extended plea 
from the father for his son to shun these 
wicked people follows (1:15-19). Danger 
awaits, not for the innocent victim of the 
sinners’ plans, but for the perpetrators 
themselves. They are the ones who “lie in 
wait for their own blood; they ambush 
only themselves!” (1:18).

20a. Whereas the father has been the one 
who issues warnings to his son to this point, 
now wisdom itself is pictured as appealing 
to anyone who will listen. Wisdom will be 
described with the pronoun she. Wisdom’s 
personification as a woman may also reflect 
the fact that the students are young men. By 
contrast, folly is portrayed as a loose woman 
who tempts men to their ruin.

21. Wisdom is not cloistered. She is out 
in the public square, where life is lived each 
day, making her appeal. 

Listen to God’s Wisdom 5

Key Verse
The fear of the Lord is the begin-
ning of knowledge, but fools 
despise wisdom and instruction. 
 —Proverbs 1:7
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front one daily, especially those involving 
others in need. Fairness is closely tied to 
this and relates to our treatment of others. 

4a. The Hebrew word translated pru-
dence can have a negative connotation. 
One form of the Hebrew word is used of 
the serpent in Genesis 3:1; he was “more 
crafty” than any other creature the Lord 
had made. But the same root can also im-
ply a more positive quality. This positive 
nuance is what Solomon intends here.

4b. The victim of scheming and crafti-
ness is someone who lacks life experience 
and knowledge. Such a person must be 
teachable, willing to listen to the instruc-
tion and discipline that wisdom has to offer.

4c. The designation the young can sug-
gest that the reason for ignorance is par-
tially a matter of lack of time to have al-
ready learned. 

Emphasis on the male child reflects the 
patriarchal society of that time and the 
importance placed on fathers to train their 
sons. The principles found throughout 
Proverbs are clearly valuable for both men 
and women.

Introducing Wisdom
7a. Solomon reveals that the key to ob-

taining knowledge is the fear of the Lord. The 
word fear covers a broad range of mind-sets. 
Here it means primarily to acknowledge 
and submit to the Lord as the source of true 
knowledge and wisdom. As long as an indi-
vidual possesses the fear of the Lord, he or 
she is on the path to wisdom.

Though the world may agree that pru-
dence, righteousness, justice, and fairness 
are worthy pursuits, many scoff at the 
assertion that knowledge of God’s ways 
is necessary for human excellence in any 
field of inquiry. Yet the rejection of the fear 
of the Lord as the basis for knowledge is 
precisely the cause of the strife, turmoil, 
and disorder that mark current society.

7b. To ignore wisdom is to embark on 

 4 June 7

the path of fools. Such individuals dem-
onstrate their contempt for God and his 
instruction. 

8. Some have suggested that the term 
son in Proverbs should be interpreted as a 
disciple or student. However, the context 
supports translating this word in familial 
terms instead of educational. Both father 
and mother are instrumental in teaching 
wisdom to their children (Proverbs 6:20). 
The consequences of not hearing, or of for-
saking, the instruction and teaching of par-
ents will be discipline and potential disaster.

10. The behavior of friends can influence 
one’s behavior, often in a negative way. 

Proverbs 1:11-19 includes more spe-
cific words of enticement from plotting, 
scheming sinners. They are not just out 
to participate in some good-natured fun. 
Rather, they clearly want to do harm 
to someone, to “lie in wait for innocent 
blood” (Proverbs 1:11). An extended plea 
from the father for his son to shun these 
wicked people follows (1:15-19). Danger 
awaits, not for the innocent victim of the 
sinners’ plans, but for the perpetrators 
themselves. They are the ones who “lie in 
wait for their own blood; they ambush 
only themselves!” (1:18).

20a. Whereas the father has been the one 
who issues warnings to his son to this point, 
now wisdom itself is pictured as appealing 
to anyone who will listen. Wisdom will be 
described with the pronoun she. Wisdom’s 
personification as a woman may also reflect 
the fact that the students are young men. By 
contrast, folly is portrayed as a loose woman 
who tempts men to their ruin.

21. Wisdom is not cloistered. She is out 
in the public square, where life is lived each 
day, making her appeal. 

Portraying her on top of the wall empha-
sizes that she is calling as many people as 
possible to follow in her ways, rejecting 
foolish paths. The city gates are where busi-
ness is often conducted and where key de-
cisions or announcements occur. Wisdom’s 
words are desperately needed everywhere.

22. Wisdom calls for people to  rearrange 
their priorities, to reorient their entire val-
ue system. They are challenged to embrace 
knowledge.

32. The waywardness of turning away 
from wisdom is fatal. The combination of 
kill and destroy conveys the great violence 
that awaits those who reject Wisdom’s call. 
Complacency suggests being at ease or feel-
ing secure because of one’s situation. There 
is a smugness that gives the foolish person 
a false sense of security.

33. This chapter closes with a statement 
of the blessings that follow from heeding 
Wisdom’s invitation. Safety comes because 
the wise person has chosen to ignore fool-
ish and sinful voices that offer invitations 
to pursue their paths of wrongdoing.

The Hebrew word translated harm can 
be used in a moral sense, like “evil” (Prov-
erbs 1:16). But in some cases it refers to the 
harm that is one of the consequences of liv-
ing in a world under the curse of sin. God 
does no moral evil. He does, however, judge 
justly and bring judgment. Unfortunately, 
judgment can be perceived as evil by those 
who experience it.

The wise do not need to fear those who 
live by the sinners’ code. The wise person 
may be the target of the ungodly and may 
suffer harm from them. But fear of such an 
outcome does not trouble or overwhelm the 
godly person. Instead, he or she is grounded 
in and guided by the fear of the Lord.

Listen to God’s Wisdom 5

Thought to Remember
Fear the Lord and learn wisdom.
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Proverbs 2:1-11
1 My son, if you accept my words

and store up my commands 
within you,

2 turning your ear to wisdom
and applying your heart to 

understanding—
3 indeed, if you call out for insight

and cry aloud for understanding,
4 and if you look for it as for silver

and search for it as for hidden 
treasure,

5 then you will understand the fear of 
the Lord

and find the knowledge of God.
6 For the Lord gives wisdom;

from his mouth come knowledge 
and understanding.

Value Wisdom 7

    Value
Wisdom

Devotional Reading:  Proverbs 2:12-22

Background Scripture:  Genesis 39; Proverbs 2

 6 June 7

Involvement Learning
      Listen to God’s Wisdom

Into the Lesson

Share times when you have felt incom-
petent. Discuss together reasonable ways 
to gain competence.

We all have times when we feel un-
qualified, unprepared, or incompetent 
to address a task. How do we overcome 
these feelings?

Into the Word
Read Proverbs 1:1-4, 7, 8, 10, 20-22, 

32, 33.
Use the following format to write back 

cover copy for the book of Proverbs.
1–Choose a catchy title for the sum-

mary:
____________________________________
____________________________________

2–Tell what the reader will gain by 
reading the book of Proverbs (1:1-4):
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

3–Describe the basic point of the book 
of Proverbs (1:7, 8, 10):
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

4–Explain why the instructions in the 
book of Proverbs differ from advice from 
other sources (1:20-22, 32, 33):
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Into Life
Read Romans 2:18-24. 
What does Paul say or imply about a 

believer who fails to practice biblical wis-
dom?
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

How would you fill in the blanks of 
this sentence?

I know that a Christian should 
____________________________, but too 
often I am tempted to ________________.

Example: I know that a Christian 
should be honest, but too often I am 
tempted to slant the truth. 

It is important for all Christians to 
model biblical wisdom in all contexts of 
life.

I’m intolerant often,  
especially of incompetence, 

particularly my own. 
            —Liz Trotta
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Proverbs 2:1-11
1 My son, if you accept my words

and store up my commands 
within you,

2 turning your ear to wisdom
and applying your heart to 

understanding—
3 indeed, if you call out for insight

and cry aloud for understanding,
4 and if you look for it as for silver

and search for it as for hidden 
treasure,

5 then you will understand the fear of 
the Lord

and find the knowledge of God.
6 For the Lord gives wisdom;

from his mouth come knowledge 
and understanding.

7 He holds success in store for the 
upright,

he is a shield to those whose walk 
is blameless,

8 for he guards the course of the just
and protects the way of his 

faithful ones.
9 Then you will understand what is 

right and just
and fair—every good path.

10 For wisdom will enter your heart,
and knowledge will be pleasant to 

your soul.
11 Discretion will protect you,

and understanding will guard 
you.

Value Wisdom 7

    Value
Wisdom

June 14
Lesson 2 (NIV)

Devotional Reading:  Proverbs 2:12-22

Background Scripture:  Genesis 39; Proverbs 2

 6 June 7

4–Explain why the instructions in the 
book of Proverbs differ from advice from 
other sources (1:20-22, 32, 33):
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Into Life
Read Romans 2:18-24. 
What does Paul say or imply about a 

believer who fails to practice biblical wis-
dom?
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

How would you fill in the blanks of 
this sentence?

I know that a Christian should 
____________________________, but too 
often I am tempted to ________________.

Example: I know that a Christian 
should be honest, but too often I am 
tempted to slant the truth. 

It is important for all Christians to 
model biblical wisdom in all contexts of 
life. Photo: Getty Images
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Earthly Father’s Plea
2:1a. The father offers a conditional in-

vitation. If the son will accept his father’s 
words, then a certain reward will follow. 
The second clause clarifies what it means 
to accept these words. If the son will not 
listen to his father, he cannot expect to re-
ceive these blessings.

1b. Storing Scripture is for the purpose of 
having those items available to use whenev-
er needed to provide the wisdom that only 
God’s Word can supply. 

2a. Turning one’s ear creates an image of 
actively listening to whoever is speaking. 
Other passages tell how God’s people failed 
to hear his teaching and for that reason 
came under his judgment. Here the son is 
encouraged to listen closely so that he will 
miss nothing that wisdom has to say.

We are on the path of wisdom when we 
hear and heed God’s directions. This is the 
path that Solomon desperately wants his 
hearers to find and follow.

2b. Becoming wise involves more than 
just one’s ears. Biblically, the heart describes 
our ability to reason, think, and consider 
spiritual matters. Each person must “guard 
[his or her] heart” (Proverbs 4:23). 

3. The son is now challenged to engage 
his voice in the pursuit of insight and un-
derstanding. His crying out will represent 
an intensifying search; the son is to be 
consumed with a desire for wisdom.

Solomon uses metaphors to describe the 
necessary quest for understanding. We are to 
raise our voices and clamor for it. Wisdom 
longs to be heard. Now it is we who are to 
call out for her.

4. To illustrate how passionate the son’s 
desire for wisdom must become: he must 
become as earnest in his quest for wisdom 

as many are for the material wealth of sil-
ver and hidden treasure.

The drive for material wealth often 
drains the desire for wisdom. Jesus tells a 
parable (Luke 12:15) to illustrate how the 
obsession with material wealth and success 
can blind us to the things of God. People 
“put their hope in wealth” (1  Timothy 
6:17) when their trust should be in God. 
He is the source of wealth that riches can-
not provide: wisdom.

Job uses a similar comparison when he 
describes man’s quest for wisdom (Job 28:1-
11). “The fear of the Lord—that is wisdom, 
and to shun evil is understanding” (28:28).

We are to go on a treasure hunt for 
wisdom. Wisdom must be sought. 
The wisdom of God is sometimes 
counterintuitive because it goes against 
our impulses of self-preservation, self-
importance, and greediness.

5a. This verse gives the conclusion. If 
the son will dedicate himself fully to the 
search for wisdom, he will come to under-
stand the fear of the Lord.

5b. Having understood, the son will 
discover the key to knowledge (Proverbs 
1:7). Wisdom and knowledge are found 
in a relationship with the Lord that ac-
knowledges him as their source. The Lord 
himself is the end of the quest.

There are always new adventures and 
insights to receive as one learns to trust the 
Lord (Proverbs 3:5, 6).

Secular culture fails to consider God at all 
when searching for the source of wisdom. 
But God’s wisdom has always been scorned 
by the unbelieving world. This truth adds 
to the wonder of the gospel message, par-
ticularly as seen in the cross of Jesus.

Heavenly Father’s Word
6. God’s wisdom results in fulfillment 

by leading people to develop the qualities 
emphasized as being necessary for a good 
life. Both knowledge and understanding 

 8 June 14

have to do with learning God’s character 
and recognizing what he desires.

The reference to the mouth of the Lord 
highlights his spoken and written Word 
as the source of wisdom. God’s inspiring 
our Scriptures gives them authority that 
mere humans writing on their own cannot 
achieve. Jesus countered one of the devil’s 
temptations with the words, “Man shall not 
live on bread alone, but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of God” (Matthew 
4:4). Certainly, we need physical suste-
nance. But without knowledge from God, 
we are spiritually starving to death.

7a. The idea of holds .  .  . in store may 
bring to mind Jesus’ words about storing 
up treasures in Heaven (Matthew 6:20). 
Whereas Jesus will call his disciples to store 
up for themselves, here the Lord himself is 
the one who holds in store success as a trea-
sure for the upright.

One never outgrows the need for the 
Lord’s wisdom. But a person must be 
willing to admit that need and express a 
humble dependence on what the Lord has 
provided in his Word.

7b. A shield is usually buckled around 
the arm of the soldier to provide a means 
of defense against a sword, a spear, or an 
arrow. The soldier is then able to use his 
free hand to carry his own weapon into 
battle.

The Hebrew word translated blameless 
may also be rendered “integrity.” The in-
dividual has set foot on a path from which 
he or she does not intend to deviate.

8. To guard in this context means that 
the Lord watches over the course of the just. 
The Lord never abandons the way of his 
faithful ones; he guides and keeps them in 
his care in every circumstance. 

Value Wisdom 9

Key Verse
For the Lord gives wisdom; from 
his mouth come knowledge and 
understanding. —Proverbs 2:6
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as many are for the material wealth of sil-
ver and hidden treasure.

The drive for material wealth often 
drains the desire for wisdom. Jesus tells a 
parable (Luke 12:15) to illustrate how the 
obsession with material wealth and success 
can blind us to the things of God. People 
“put their hope in wealth” (1  Timothy 
6:17) when their trust should be in God. 
He is the source of wealth that riches can-
not provide: wisdom.

Job uses a similar comparison when he 
describes man’s quest for wisdom (Job 28:1-
11). “The fear of the Lord—that is wisdom, 
and to shun evil is understanding” (28:28).

We are to go on a treasure hunt for 
wisdom. Wisdom must be sought. 
The wisdom of God is sometimes 
counterintuitive because it goes against 
our impulses of self-preservation, self-
importance, and greediness.

5a. This verse gives the conclusion. If 
the son will dedicate himself fully to the 
search for wisdom, he will come to under-
stand the fear of the Lord.

5b. Having understood, the son will 
discover the key to knowledge (Proverbs 
1:7). Wisdom and knowledge are found 
in a relationship with the Lord that ac-
knowledges him as their source. The Lord 
himself is the end of the quest.

There are always new adventures and 
insights to receive as one learns to trust the 
Lord (Proverbs 3:5, 6).

Secular culture fails to consider God at all 
when searching for the source of wisdom. 
But God’s wisdom has always been scorned 
by the unbelieving world. This truth adds 
to the wonder of the gospel message, par-
ticularly as seen in the cross of Jesus.

Heavenly Father’s Word
6. God’s wisdom results in fulfillment 

by leading people to develop the qualities 
emphasized as being necessary for a good 
life. Both knowledge and understanding 

 8 June 14

have to do with learning God’s character 
and recognizing what he desires.

The reference to the mouth of the Lord 
highlights his spoken and written Word 
as the source of wisdom. God’s inspiring 
our Scriptures gives them authority that 
mere humans writing on their own cannot 
achieve. Jesus countered one of the devil’s 
temptations with the words, “Man shall not 
live on bread alone, but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of God” (Matthew 
4:4). Certainly, we need physical suste-
nance. But without knowledge from God, 
we are spiritually starving to death.

7a. The idea of holds .  .  . in store may 
bring to mind Jesus’ words about storing 
up treasures in Heaven (Matthew 6:20). 
Whereas Jesus will call his disciples to store 
up for themselves, here the Lord himself is 
the one who holds in store success as a trea-
sure for the upright.

One never outgrows the need for the 
Lord’s wisdom. But a person must be 
willing to admit that need and express a 
humble dependence on what the Lord has 
provided in his Word.

7b. A shield is usually buckled around 
the arm of the soldier to provide a means 
of defense against a sword, a spear, or an 
arrow. The soldier is then able to use his 
free hand to carry his own weapon into 
battle.

The Hebrew word translated blameless 
may also be rendered “integrity.” The in-
dividual has set foot on a path from which 
he or she does not intend to deviate.

8. To guard in this context means that 
the Lord watches over the course of the just. 
The Lord never abandons the way of his 
faithful ones; he guides and keeps them in 
his care in every circumstance. 

The phrase faithful ones is often associat-
ed with holiness or being set apart in some 
way. Here it signifies those who are distin-
guished by their commitment to live by the 
wisdom that comes only from the Lord.

9. As an individual follows the Lord’s di-
rection and receives his help in life, he or 
she gains experiential understanding of the 
qualities the Lord views as good: righteous-
ness, justice, and fairness. Understanding 
these three virtues allows the people to 
pursue right and just relationships.

10. Heart and soul are difficult to dis-
tinguish in terms of what they specifically 
designate: both refer to the inner person, 
to his or her motivations.

Wisdom and knowledge must be internal-
ized to the point that they impact the spiri-
tual makeup of an individual. 

11. The promise of protecting and 
guarding the person who lives by godly 
wisdom uses the same verbs found in 
Proverbs 2:8. The father will find nothing 
more satisfying personally than to see his 
son walk in a way that marks him as one 
of those who is faithful to God.

Proverbs 2:12-22 continues the descrip-
tion of the benefits of wisdom, especially 
in keeping the son from certain evildoers 
and one type of individual in particular. 
The first is “wicked men” whose “ways” and 
“paths” travel in the opposite direction from 
the way of wisdom (2:12-15). The other is 
the “adulterous woman” whose words are 
seductive and flattering but whose path 
leads to certain death (2:16-19). 

The chapter concludes with another ap-
peal to the son to “walk in the ways of the 
good and keep to the paths of the righ-
teous” (2:20) and with a contrast between 
the upright and wicked (2:21, 22).

Value Wisdom 9

Thought to Remember
God’s wisdom never depreciates in value.
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Proverbs 8:8-14, 17-21
8 All the words of my mouth are just;

none of them is crooked or 
perverse.

9 To the discerning all of them are 
right;

they are upright to those who 
have found knowledge.

10 Choose my instruction instead of 
silver,

knowledge rather than choice 
gold,

11 for wisdom is more precious than 
rubies,

and nothing you desire can com-
pare with her.

12 “I, wisdom, dwell together with 
prudence;

I possess knowledge and discre-
tion.

Receive Wisdom’s Gifts 11

    Receive
Wisdom’s Gifts

Devotional Reading:  Job 28:12-28

Background Scripture:  Job 1; 42; Proverbs 8

 10 June 14

Involvement Learning
      Value Wisdom

Into the Lesson
1–What type of treasure hunts have 

you enjoyed in the past?
____________________________________
____________________________________

2–Sometimes our searches are not 
games but rather are vital parts of life. 
What are some of those? 
____________________________________
____________________________________

Treasure hunts and similar games are 
fun, but we all participate in much more 
serious searches. See what Solomon 
taught regarding the nature of the most 
important search.

Into the Word
Read Proverbs 2:1-11. Solomon uses 

four different words to describe a hidden 
treasure we must seek. The four words 
are similar, but they have slightly differ-
ent meanings.

Define each word, then explain its 
importance in the context of the lesson 
text:

Wisdom
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Knowledge
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Understanding
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Discretion
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Into Life
1–How do devices like life preservers 

save lives?
____________________________________
____________________________________

2–How do we use phrases like “being 
a real lifesaver” in a figurative way? 
____________________________________
____________________________________

3–When has godly wisdom been a 
lifesaver to you? In other words, what are 
some times when applying Bible truth 
helped you avoid disaster? 
____________________________________
____________________________________

Keep a journal of occasions when god-
ly wisdom has “preserved” you. 
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Proverbs 8:8-14, 17-21
8 All the words of my mouth are just;

none of them is crooked or 
perverse.

9 To the discerning all of them are 
right;

they are upright to those who 
have found knowledge.

10 Choose my instruction instead of 
silver,

knowledge rather than choice 
gold,

11 for wisdom is more precious than 
rubies,

and nothing you desire can com-
pare with her.

12 “I, wisdom, dwell together with 
prudence;

I possess knowledge and discre-
tion.

Receive Wisdom’s Gifts 11

    Receive
Wisdom’s Gifts

June 21
Lesson 3 (NIV)

Devotional Reading:  Job 28:12-28

Background Scripture:  Job 1; 42; Proverbs 8

 10 June 14

Understanding
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Discretion
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Into Life
1–How do devices like life preservers 

save lives?
____________________________________
____________________________________

2–How do we use phrases like “being 
a real lifesaver” in a figurative way? 
____________________________________
____________________________________

3–When has godly wisdom been a 
lifesaver to you? In other words, what are 
some times when applying Bible truth 
helped you avoid disaster? 
____________________________________
____________________________________

Keep a journal of occasions when god-
ly wisdom has “preserved” you. 

13 To fear the Lord is to hate evil;
I hate pride and arrogance,
evil behavior and perverse speech.

14 Counsel and sound judgment are 
mine;

I have insight, I have power.”
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

17 “I love those who love me,
and those who seek me find me.

18 With me are riches and honor,
enduring wealth and prosperity.

19 My fruit is better than fine gold;
what I yield surpasses choice 

silver.
20 I walk in the way of righteousness,

along the paths of justice,
21 bestowing a rich inheritance on 

those who love me
and making their treasuries full.”

Photo: Pogonici / iStock] / Thinkstock
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Wisdom’s Words
8:8. All of Wisdom’s words are ground-

ed in what is just. Crooked is a synonym 
for perverse. The rightness of Wisdom ex-
cludes any falseness.

9. Wisdom asserts that her ways are 
right to those who are discerning. There is 
no hidden agenda to be ashamed of when 
following Wisdom.

10, 11a. Wisdom presents herself as the 
first of two choices facing a person. The 
second choice is the best material this 
world has to offer: precious metals silver 
and choice gold and the costly jewels rubies.

The offer of such abundant wealth 
would be hard to refuse. Yet wisdom pos-
sesses more lasting value and produces far 
more genuine pleasure and enjoyment than 
anything the world has to offer (see Job 28).

11b. Though the kind and amount of 
things people owned was different in bib-
lical times, the desire for stuff still existed. 
All this and more amounts to nothing com-
pared to the value of wisdom. 

The key questions are these: What do 
you love? Do you desire to be rich as God 
defines the term, or as the world does?

12. The father has encouraged his son 
to practice wisdom by keeping good com-
pany and avoiding those who would entice 
him into sinful practices. Wisdom herself 
keeps good company. Prudence speaks 
of a person who is discerning in making 
choices, cautiously deciding what is right.

Wisdom also claims to be familiar with 
discretion. The present verse may be high-
lighting Wisdom’s ability to provide one 
with the necessary insight to spot harmful 

influences or people when they are encoun-
tered and take steps to avoid them.

13. The wisdom of demonstrating a 
healthy fear of the Lord is that a proper rev-
erence and respect for God will result in 
obeying him. One cannot keep his com-
mands without learning to hate evil.

The attitudes cited in this verse detract 
from the life of blessing that is the fruit of 
prioritizing wisdom over material wealth. 
Pride and arrogance are used synonymous-
ly. Pride stands in the way of the humble 
heart that the Lord both requires and hon-
ors. Evil behavior and perverse speech are 
built on pride and arrogance. Such speech 
goes against what the Lord finds pleasing. 

14. Wisdom continues to make her case 
for earning both hearing and heeding from 
her listeners. The blessings that come with 
obtaining wisdom contrast sharply with 
what the Lord and Wisdom both hate. The 
insight and power of wisdom elsewhere are 
said to overthrow entire cities.

Wisdom’s Wealth
17. Wisdom never spurns anyone who 

truly loves her. This verse commends those 
who seek her. The seeking begins early in 
one’s life.

Our search is governed by our respect 
for God and his ways. Our goal is to know 
God and his ways more fully so that we 
may better follow them. This is a joyous 
journey, the lifelong pursuit of godliness.

18a. Wisdom promises that riches and 
honor result from obeying her invitation. 
One is reminded of Solomon’s request for 
wisdom. God not only granted the king’s 
request but also gave him much that he had 
not asked for, including wealth and honor.

Caution must be exercised in inter-
preting promises of riches and honor as 
guaranteed rewards for faithfulness. The 
proverbs in Scripture express principles 
that find fullest reward in eternity and do 
not always result in an easy life. One must 

 12 June 21

not overlook the role that human free will 
and sin have in impacting how certain 
proverbs actually play out. Proverbs 22:6 
speaks of a child being well taught and 
still living in wisdom in old age. Yet we all 
know of cases where children went astray 
in spite of their parents’ wise teachings. 
Or a statement such as “A gentle answer 
turns away wrath” (Proverbs 15:1) does 
not describe what happened to Jesus at his 
trial prior to his crucifixion. He gave such 
an answer to his opponents, and they still 
crucified him (Luke 23:3-32).

These exceptions illustrate that we have 
to be cautious in expecting an ironclad 
guarantee in every case. We must not be 
surprised that not everyone who lives a wise 
and godly life will experience material pros-
perity or even a perfectly peaceful life. One 
example of this is Jeremiah. Though he 
clearly lived his life in fear of the Lord and 
therefore wisely, the prophet suffered much 
in his ministry.

18b. If we are ever troubled by circum-
stances, rest assured that we are not alone. 
The psalmist wrestled with the same issue 
and came to understand that material pros-
perity is only temporary; it ends when the 
Lord carries out his righteous judgment 
(Psalm 73:16-20). Real wealth, found in 
wisdom, is enduring. Like the treasures in 
Heaven, wisdom’s wealth cannot decay or 
be stolen (Matthew 6:19, 20).

19. The comparison with fruit goes well 
with wisdom’s earlier portrayal as being a 
“tree of life” (Proverbs 3:18). Wisdom bears 
worthwhile fruit throughout one’s life and 
provides invaluable insights for any age, 
stage, or circumstance of life. Its reward is 
compared favorably to precious metals.

It is important when considering the 

Receive Wisdom’s Gifts 13

Key Verse
Choose my instruction instead of 
silver, knowledge rather than choice 
gold, for wisdom is more precious 
than rubies, and nothing you desire 
can compare with her.

—Proverbs 8:10, 11
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influences or people when they are encoun-
tered and take steps to avoid them.

13. The wisdom of demonstrating a 
healthy fear of the Lord is that a proper rev-
erence and respect for God will result in 
obeying him. One cannot keep his com-
mands without learning to hate evil.

The attitudes cited in this verse detract 
from the life of blessing that is the fruit of 
prioritizing wisdom over material wealth. 
Pride and arrogance are used synonymous-
ly. Pride stands in the way of the humble 
heart that the Lord both requires and hon-
ors. Evil behavior and perverse speech are 
built on pride and arrogance. Such speech 
goes against what the Lord finds pleasing. 

14. Wisdom continues to make her case 
for earning both hearing and heeding from 
her listeners. The blessings that come with 
obtaining wisdom contrast sharply with 
what the Lord and Wisdom both hate. The 
insight and power of wisdom elsewhere are 
said to overthrow entire cities.

Wisdom’s Wealth
17. Wisdom never spurns anyone who 

truly loves her. This verse commends those 
who seek her. The seeking begins early in 
one’s life.

Our search is governed by our respect 
for God and his ways. Our goal is to know 
God and his ways more fully so that we 
may better follow them. This is a joyous 
journey, the lifelong pursuit of godliness.

18a. Wisdom promises that riches and 
honor result from obeying her invitation. 
One is reminded of Solomon’s request for 
wisdom. God not only granted the king’s 
request but also gave him much that he had 
not asked for, including wealth and honor.

Caution must be exercised in inter-
preting promises of riches and honor as 
guaranteed rewards for faithfulness. The 
proverbs in Scripture express principles 
that find fullest reward in eternity and do 
not always result in an easy life. One must 

 12 June 21

not overlook the role that human free will 
and sin have in impacting how certain 
proverbs actually play out. Proverbs 22:6 
speaks of a child being well taught and 
still living in wisdom in old age. Yet we all 
know of cases where children went astray 
in spite of their parents’ wise teachings. 
Or a statement such as “A gentle answer 
turns away wrath” (Proverbs 15:1) does 
not describe what happened to Jesus at his 
trial prior to his crucifixion. He gave such 
an answer to his opponents, and they still 
crucified him (Luke 23:3-32).

These exceptions illustrate that we have 
to be cautious in expecting an ironclad 
guarantee in every case. We must not be 
surprised that not everyone who lives a wise 
and godly life will experience material pros-
perity or even a perfectly peaceful life. One 
example of this is Jeremiah. Though he 
clearly lived his life in fear of the Lord and 
therefore wisely, the prophet suffered much 
in his ministry.

18b. If we are ever troubled by circum-
stances, rest assured that we are not alone. 
The psalmist wrestled with the same issue 
and came to understand that material pros-
perity is only temporary; it ends when the 
Lord carries out his righteous judgment 
(Psalm 73:16-20). Real wealth, found in 
wisdom, is enduring. Like the treasures in 
Heaven, wisdom’s wealth cannot decay or 
be stolen (Matthew 6:19, 20).

19. The comparison with fruit goes well 
with wisdom’s earlier portrayal as being a 
“tree of life” (Proverbs 3:18). Wisdom bears 
worthwhile fruit throughout one’s life and 
provides invaluable insights for any age, 
stage, or circumstance of life. Its reward is 
compared favorably to precious metals.

It is important when considering the 

promises of riches and wealth in Proverbs 
to examine another book that has much 
to say about wisdom: Job. The man him-
self is described as being of exemplary and 
upright character. Yet we know the trag-
edies that befell him in the course of a one 
day. Though he was wise and praised God 
through all his trials, he still went through 
those trials. Wisdom did not save him 
from the sorrows that Satan visited on him 
(Job 1:12–2:10). He experienced sorrow, 
in spite of his faithfulness.

Jesus spoke of seeking the kingdom of 
God first; then “all these things” will be 
provided (Matthew 6:33). Jesus was also 
honest about the persecution that his fol-
lowers would suffer (5:10, 11) and the cost 
that accompanies choosing to follow him 
(Luke 9:23; 14:33). At such times, the true 
value of the gifts of enduring wealth that 
godly wisdom offers will manifest itself.

20. Whether justice is understood as 
judging right from wrong or as practicing 
fair judgment in one’s daily contacts and 
circumstances, Wisdom feels right at home 
in the midst of such God-honoring deci-
sions and actions.

21. The word inheritance highlights the 
“enduring” nature of Wisdom’s wealth 
(Proverbs 8:18). It is an inheritance that 
Wisdom bequeaths to those who sincerely, 
seek her (8:17). Once again, treasuries can 
signify the material benefits that accom-
pany living by the counsels of Wisdom. But 
these are not the primary riches for which 
Wisdom is to be known and followed. 
The inheritance provided is one that can 
be passed on to one’s children with the un-
derstanding that, if pursued diligently, Wis-
dom’s treasures will become just as precious 
and valuable to them.

Receive Wisdom’s Gifts 13

Thought to Remember
Before wisdom’s gifts can be opened and treasured, they must be sought.
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Proverbs 9:1-6, 8-10, 
13-18

1 Wisdom has built her house;
she has set up its seven pillars.

2 She has prepared her meat and 
mixed her wine;

she has also set her table.
3 She has sent out her servants, and 

she calls
from the highest point of the city,

4 “Let all who are simple come to my 
house!”

To those who have no sense she 
says,

5 “Come, eat my food
and drink the wine I have mixed.

6 Leave your simple ways and you will 
live;

walk in the way of insight.”
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

8 Do not rebuke mockers or they will 
hate you;

rebuke the wise and they will love 
you.

9 Instruct the wise and they will be 
wiser still;

Feast with Wisdom 15

    Feast
with Wisdom

Devotional Reading:  Psalm 119:97-104

Background Scripture:  Proverbs 9

 14 June 21

Involvement Learning
      Receive Wisdom’s Gifts

Into the Lesson
Merchants’ reward cards are popular. 

What are some advantages you receive 
from using their cards?

We like the discounts, bonus points, 
rebates, and other perks that reward 
cards provide. But Solomon speaks of 
wisdom as offering even greater rewards. 
Wisdom’s value is our topic today.

Into the Word
Consider three challenges faced by a 

teenager named Sophia. Use the follow-
ing questions in your responses:

What options are available to Sophia? 
What pluses and minuses does each 

option offer?
What does the assigned text offer in 

the way of wise counsel for Sophia?

Religious—Read Proverbs 8:8-11.
Sophia exchanges text messages on a 

regular basis with friends in the youth 
group. Everyone gets along well, but So-
phia is worried that some of their jokes 
involving Carlos may be crossing the line 
from good-natured teasing into bullying.
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Educational—Read Proverbs 8:12-14.
Sophia’s school friends follow influen-

tial celebrities on social media. Some ce-
lebrities have good things to say; others, 
not so much. One particularly popular 
celebrity posts questionable content on 
a regular basis. But he’s also really funny, 

and “following” him (in the sense that 
social media uses that term) could give 
Sophia something in common with most 
of her classmates.
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Domestic—Read Proverbs 8:17-21.
Sophia doesn’t get along with her dad. 

They don’t have many similar interests. 
His rules are stricter than those of her 
friends’ parents. And he works a lot, so 
she doesn’t see him often. She loves her 
dad, and she knows he loves her too, but 
the relationship needs some improve-
ment.
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Into Life
Discuss one or two rewards of wisdom 

that you and your partner desire to ex-
perience. Then, write  a prayer for your 
study partner in light of the other per-
son’s expressed desire for wisdom. 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
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Proverbs 9:1-6, 8-10, 
13-18

1 Wisdom has built her house;
she has set up its seven pillars.

2 She has prepared her meat and 
mixed her wine;

she has also set her table.
3 She has sent out her servants, and 

she calls
from the highest point of the city,

4 “Let all who are simple come to my 
house!”

To those who have no sense she 
says,

5 “Come, eat my food
and drink the wine I have mixed.

6 Leave your simple ways and you will 
live;

walk in the way of insight.”
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

8 Do not rebuke mockers or they will 
hate you;

rebuke the wise and they will love 
you.

9 Instruct the wise and they will be 
wiser still;

teach the righteous and they will 
add to their learning.

10 The fear of the Lord is the begin-
ning of wisdom,

and knowledge of the Holy One 
is understanding.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
13 Folly is an unruly woman;

she is simple and knows nothing.
14 She sits at the door of her house,

on a seat at the highest point of 
the city,

15 calling out to those who pass by,
who go straight on their way,

16 “Let all who are simple come to my 
house!”

To those who have no sense she 
says,

17 “Stolen water is sweet;
food eaten in secret is delicious!”

18 But little do they know that the 
dead are there,

that her guests are deep in the 
realm of the dead.

Feast with Wisdom 15

    Feast
with Wisdom

June 28
Lesson 4 (NIV)

Devotional Reading:  Psalm 119:97-104

Background Scripture:  Proverbs 9

 14 June 21

and “following” him (in the sense that 
social media uses that term) could give 
Sophia something in common with most 
of her classmates.
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Domestic—Read Proverbs 8:17-21.
Sophia doesn’t get along with her dad. 

They don’t have many similar interests. 
His rules are stricter than those of her 
friends’ parents. And he works a lot, so 
she doesn’t see him often. She loves her 
dad, and she knows he loves her too, but 
the relationship needs some improve-
ment.
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Into Life
Discuss one or two rewards of wisdom 

that you and your partner desire to ex-
perience. Then, write  a prayer for your 
study partner in light of the other per-
son’s expressed desire for wisdom. 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
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Wisdom’s Home
9:1. The imagery of a house to represent 

wisdom is alluded to from Proverbs 8:34. 
Wisdom is described as having completed 
her house.

Pillars suggest stability and a degree of 
magnificence. That Wisdom herself has 
worked to carve them out shows her to be 
associated with hard work. Seven is a num-
ber representing completeness or perfection 
throughout the Bible. Wisdom’s house has 
no defects; it is the ideal dwelling place.

2. Wisdom has prepared a sumptuous 
meal for her guests. Wine is something to 
be enjoyed, though the Scriptures also warn 
of its abuse. Here it is part of what Wisdom 
has prepared to show that she has put forth 
her best efforts to prepare her table.

3. Wisdom publicizes her invitation us-
ing two means. First, she sends out her ser-
vants. Second, Wisdom herself goes out to 
invite people to come to her feast. 

4. Wisdom’s appeal is aimed at the 
simple. The wording describes people who 
may be viewed as “neutral” in terms of 
wisdom vs. foolishness. These individuals 
could be considered naïve or immature, 
people who clearly can benefit from what 
Wisdom has to offer but haven’t yet cho-
sen to do so.

5. The invitation from Wisdom begins 
by asking those invited to take part in the 
meal that she has prepared. Sharing food in 
the biblical world is considered the epitome 
of intimate fellowship with another person.

Jesus uses the language of intimate fel-
lowship in appealing to the church at La-
odicea to give him the opportunity to eat 
with them (Revelation 3:20). His desire is 
for such warm fellowship to end the “luke-

warm” condition of the church (3:16). Wis-
dom desires a similar intimacy with those 
who respond to her call.

6. To accept Wisdom’s invitation, the 
individual must abandon his or her simple 
ways. A person cannot walk on both a wise 
and a foolish path any more. What Wis-
dom offers is life.

Becoming Wise
8. One way in which mockers and the 

wise demonstrate how different they 
are is in how each group accepts criti-
cism. Contemptuous people reject any 
attempt to correct their behavior or to 
show the error of their ways. The wise 
person will appreciate any correction and 
express that to the person who conveys 
it. Genuine wisdom is characterized by 
humility and a teachable spirit.

9. A truly wise individual admits that 
there is always more to learn. He or she is 
not insulted by the person who offers in-
struction; the individual is grateful for what-
ever information is received. 

Apollos exhibited such an attitude when 
he was willing to receive the corrective 
teaching of Aquila and Priscilla. And Aq-
uila and Priscilla demonstrated wisdom in 
the way they took Apollos aside in private 
in order to instruct him (Acts 18:24-26).

10. The knowledge of the Holy One refers 
to knowing the Lord. To many, the word 
holy implies a life that is removed from 
the practical concerns of this world and is 
thus unable to properly relate to it and live 
within it. But holiness implies a separation 
in a spiritual sense: being set apart for God. 
The best way to journey through life in a 
broken, sin-filled world is to follow the Cre-
ator’s guidelines.

Folly’s Home
13. This verse introduces Folly to contrast 

with the woman known as Wisdom. She is 
described as unruly. Folly herself is simple. 

 16 June 28

She likes to sound knowledgeable, in real-
ity she needs wisdom for she knows nothing.

14. While Wisdom has built her house, 
nothing is said about Folly’s efforts to 
build. Nor does the text indicate that she 
has prepared any meal as has Wisdom. 
Folly simply sits idly.

Folly locates herself at a prominent point 
at the highest point of the city. Some suggest 
that because high places are often associated 
with pagan worship in the Old Testament, 
it may be that Folly is inviting passersby to 
join her in such worship. But since Wisdom 
also resides on a high place, Folly’s character 
more than her location is what makes her 
suspicious as a good hostess.

The house imagery anticipates how 
Jesus will conclude his Sermon on the 
Mount, with an illustration of two houses 
built on two different foundations: rock 
and sand. Both houses are subject to the 
same circumstances (rain, floods, and 
wind). The house built on sand collapses, 
while the house built on a foundation of 
solid rock remains intact.

The two houses stand for two different 
ways of living. The one built on rock rep-
resents the life lived in obedience to Jesus’ 
teachings; the one built on sand represents 
the person who hears his teachings but re-
fuses to obey them.

15. Folly is trying to lure people away 
from the course they are on. Her inten-
tions are questionable, to say the least.

16. Folly words her invitation in a man-
ner similar to Wisdom’s. Folly’s invitation 
is to the same naïve population to which 
Wisdom calls. In this case, have no sense 
means that a person lacks discernment.

17a. We see the difference between the 
two invitations. And the two potential 

Feast with Wisdom 17

Key Verse
Leave your simple ways and you 
will live; walk in the way of in-
sight. —Proverbs 9:6
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warm” condition of the church (3:16). Wis-
dom desires a similar intimacy with those 
who respond to her call.

6. To accept Wisdom’s invitation, the 
individual must abandon his or her simple 
ways. A person cannot walk on both a wise 
and a foolish path any more. What Wis-
dom offers is life.

Becoming Wise
8. One way in which mockers and the 

wise demonstrate how different they 
are is in how each group accepts criti-
cism. Contemptuous people reject any 
attempt to correct their behavior or to 
show the error of their ways. The wise 
person will appreciate any correction and 
express that to the person who conveys 
it. Genuine wisdom is characterized by 
humility and a teachable spirit.

9. A truly wise individual admits that 
there is always more to learn. He or she is 
not insulted by the person who offers in-
struction; the individual is grateful for what-
ever information is received. 

Apollos exhibited such an attitude when 
he was willing to receive the corrective 
teaching of Aquila and Priscilla. And Aq-
uila and Priscilla demonstrated wisdom in 
the way they took Apollos aside in private 
in order to instruct him (Acts 18:24-26).

10. The knowledge of the Holy One refers 
to knowing the Lord. To many, the word 
holy implies a life that is removed from 
the practical concerns of this world and is 
thus unable to properly relate to it and live 
within it. But holiness implies a separation 
in a spiritual sense: being set apart for God. 
The best way to journey through life in a 
broken, sin-filled world is to follow the Cre-
ator’s guidelines.

Folly’s Home
13. This verse introduces Folly to contrast 

with the woman known as Wisdom. She is 
described as unruly. Folly herself is simple. 

 16 June 28

She likes to sound knowledgeable, in real-
ity she needs wisdom for she knows nothing.

14. While Wisdom has built her house, 
nothing is said about Folly’s efforts to 
build. Nor does the text indicate that she 
has prepared any meal as has Wisdom. 
Folly simply sits idly.

Folly locates herself at a prominent point 
at the highest point of the city. Some suggest 
that because high places are often associated 
with pagan worship in the Old Testament, 
it may be that Folly is inviting passersby to 
join her in such worship. But since Wisdom 
also resides on a high place, Folly’s character 
more than her location is what makes her 
suspicious as a good hostess.

The house imagery anticipates how 
Jesus will conclude his Sermon on the 
Mount, with an illustration of two houses 
built on two different foundations: rock 
and sand. Both houses are subject to the 
same circumstances (rain, floods, and 
wind). The house built on sand collapses, 
while the house built on a foundation of 
solid rock remains intact.

The two houses stand for two different 
ways of living. The one built on rock rep-
resents the life lived in obedience to Jesus’ 
teachings; the one built on sand represents 
the person who hears his teachings but re-
fuses to obey them.

15. Folly is trying to lure people away 
from the course they are on. Her inten-
tions are questionable, to say the least.

16. Folly words her invitation in a man-
ner similar to Wisdom’s. Folly’s invitation 
is to the same naïve population to which 
Wisdom calls. In this case, have no sense 
means that a person lacks discernment.

17a. We see the difference between the 
two invitations. And the two potential 

hostesses cannot be more distinct! Folly has 
nothing of her own to offer as she brazenly 
refers to her provision of water as stolen. She 
further has the audacity to boast of how 
sweet such fare is to taste.

There is no sense of shame or remorse in 
how Folly has acquired what she is offering. 

17b. One can assume that the food to be 
eaten in secret is also stolen. That is why it 
is devoured where no one can discover the 
theft of the ones who enjoy it.

18a. Hebrews 11:25 describes the plea-
sures of sin as “fleeting.” What Folly has 
made to sound so enjoyable and so satisfy-
ing leads to a dead end. 

Satan continues to be the master of de-
ception. One of his disguises by which he 
deceives is to appear as “an angel of light” 
(2  Corinthians 11:14). There is nothing 
sweet or pleasant in following his counsel. 
Only Wisdom offers the tree of life.

18b. The Hebrew word translated realm 
of the dead can also be translated “the 
grave.” It refers to the depths below the 
earth. The concept of Heaven and Hell as 
we understand today wasn’t fully revealed 
by God when Solomon wrote. To grasp 
that entirety, one must consider the teach-
ing of the New Testament.

Heeding Folly’s invitation is a sure path 
to ruin. Wisdom promises long life (Prov-
erbs 3:16; 9:11). A life lived with wisdom, 
even one tragically cut short, is a good life. 
Since true wisdom begins with the fear of 
God, any such life, whether long or short, 
is the path to everlasting life with the Lord. 
In that way, a person can be said to have 
found the Old Testament’s understand-
ing of abundant life. And what has been 
avoided is the way of trespasses and sins, 
which leads to death.

Feast with Wisdom 17

Thought to Remember
The path of folly is not a lifestyle; it’s a death-style.
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OH! 19

In January I resolved to read through 
the Bible. My journey began well. I 
cruised through several chapters each day, 
visited many strong characters en route—
Abraham, Joseph, Moses, and Joshua. 
Naomi, a bitter woman turned sweet, 
grabbed my attention. As she rocked 
an unexpected grandson on her knee, I 
waded into Samuel, Kings, Chronicles, 
Esther, and finally, Job. I’d heard enough 
depressing sermons from this book to last 
a lifetime. Its 42 chapters loomed like a 
dark, forbidding forest. 

Spring arrived. On sunny days, I read 
by the river or in the backyard. Job’s 
dreary story seemed out of sync with 
buds and birds. So I detoured around 
it and went straight to Psalms. It wasn’t 
long before I reached Isaiah. What a 
prophet, and what a writer! Isaiah’s beau-
tiful word pictures encourage and com-
fort the reader. By summer, I’d reached 
Malachi, the end of the Old Testament, 
and congratulated myself.

How can you say you’re reading 
through the Bible if you’ve skipped Job? 
That niggling question interrupted my 
back-patting. I’d placed a mental tick 
beside each book as I’d completed it. No 
tick beside Job. 

Seeking shade from the sun, I moved 
my lawn chair under a maple tree. My 
fingers leafed through the pages of a 
worn Bible. “In the land of Uz there 
lived a man whose name was Job” (Job 
1:1). With that my mind left the heat 
of the backyard and dove into the dark, 
cold waters of Job. 

At the outset Satan seeks God’s con-
sent to test Job’s faith. Permission grant-

OH!
      by Rose M. Brandon

 18 June 28

Involvement Learning
      Feast with Wisdom

Into the Lesson

Life is full of choices. Some are merely 
matters of personal taste, while others 
influence the very course of life. Let’s see 
what Solomon had to say about the latter.

Into Life
As a class plan a dinner party intended 

to reflect appreciation for the guest of 
honor: Wisdom herself. Suggest a guest 
list (people they know who reflect wis-
dom), the location of the banquet (a 
place wisdom is likely to be found), the 
menu (how wisdom results in spiritual 
nourishment), etc.

Suggest the types of people who would 
expect to be invited and who would be 
surprised when they weren’t. 

What national park, monument, or 
historic site should everyone visit?

What is the best worship song or 
hymn?

What is the best fast-food 
restaurant? 

What is the best movie ever made?
What is the tastiest snack food? 

Into the Word
Debate this proposal: Wisdom is better than folly. 

Use today’s text Proverbs 9:1-6, 8-10, 13-18 first and foremost in your preparation.

Wisdom Folly

____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________

____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________

How is choosing between wisdom and folly like and/or unlike the debate you just  
witnessed?
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OH! 19

In January I resolved to read through 
the Bible. My journey began well. I 
cruised through several chapters each day, 
visited many strong characters en route—
Abraham, Joseph, Moses, and Joshua. 
Naomi, a bitter woman turned sweet, 
grabbed my attention. As she rocked 
an unexpected grandson on her knee, I 
waded into Samuel, Kings, Chronicles, 
Esther, and finally, Job. I’d heard enough 
depressing sermons from this book to last 
a lifetime. Its 42 chapters loomed like a 
dark, forbidding forest. 

Spring arrived. On sunny days, I read 
by the river or in the backyard. Job’s 
dreary story seemed out of sync with 
buds and birds. So I detoured around 
it and went straight to Psalms. It wasn’t 
long before I reached Isaiah. What a 
prophet, and what a writer! Isaiah’s beau-
tiful word pictures encourage and com-
fort the reader. By summer, I’d reached 
Malachi, the end of the Old Testament, 
and congratulated myself.

How can you say you’re reading 
through the Bible if you’ve skipped Job? 
That niggling question interrupted my 
back-patting. I’d placed a mental tick 
beside each book as I’d completed it. No 
tick beside Job. 

Seeking shade from the sun, I moved 
my lawn chair under a maple tree. My 
fingers leafed through the pages of a 
worn Bible. “In the land of Uz there 
lived a man whose name was Job” (Job 
1:1). With that my mind left the heat 
of the backyard and dove into the dark, 
cold waters of Job. 

At the outset Satan seeks God’s con-
sent to test Job’s faith. Permission grant-

ed. Nobody relays this information to 
Job, which might seem an injustice. Be-
fore the end of the first chapter, invaders 
have stolen his livestock, killed his ser-
vants, and Job’s 10 children have died in 
a hurricane. Satan, upset by Job’s positive 
response, asks to afflict his health. He 
gets the go-ahead. The poor man’s body 
breaks out in boils from head to toe. 
Grief angers his wife; she turns on him. 
By this time, Job’s neighbors are crossing 
the street to avoid him. 

As if his troubles weren’t stacked high 
enough, Job’s long-winded self-righteous 
friends arrive to console him. These three 
“friends” badger troubled Job to confess 
his sins and renounce pride. Their plati-
tude-ridden speeches exasperate him. “I 
have heard many things like these; you 
are miserable comforters, all of you! Will 
your long-winded speeches never end? 
What ails you that you keep on arguing? 
I also could speak like you, if you were 
in my place; I could make fine speeches 
against you and shake my head at you” 
(Job 16:2-4). 

Job’s rebuke insults his comforters. 
They retaliate by predicting more suffer-
ing for their beloved friend. I’m aching 
for Job and weary of his friends and their 
endless conversation. My journey slows. 
Anything that blooms, moves, or speaks 
distracts me from reading. 

By mid-August Job concludes his 
three friends are hypocrites. Whew! 
Without a lawyer to represent him, he 
defends himself and swears he’s innocent 
of breaking God’s laws. Then a fourth, 

OH!
      by Rose M. Brandon

 18 June 28

Into Life
As a class plan a dinner party intended 

to reflect appreciation for the guest of 
honor: Wisdom herself. Suggest a guest 
list (people they know who reflect wis-
dom), the location of the banquet (a 
place wisdom is likely to be found), the 
menu (how wisdom results in spiritual 
nourishment), etc.

Suggest the types of people who would 
expect to be invited and who would be 
surprised when they weren’t. 

Into the Word
Debate this proposal: Wisdom is better than folly. 

Use today’s text Proverbs 9:1-6, 8-10, 13-18 first and foremost in your preparation.

Wisdom Folly

____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________

____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________

How is choosing between wisdom and folly like and/or unlike the debate you just  
witnessed? continued on page 33
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John the Baptist
11:7. Concurrent with the departure of 

John the Baptist’s disciples, Jesus speaks to 
the crowd. This large group likely includes 
those who already consider themselves 
students of Jesus, others who are curious 
about his power and teachings, and still 
others who are skeptical or even hostile.

John boldly told the prominent and self-
satisfied that they have no standing with 
God unless they repent (Matthew 3:7-10).

8. Ordinary people owned few gar-
ments. John’s garb is made of camel’s hair 
and is bound with a leather belt (Matthew 
3:4). His clothes are anything but fine! The 
contrast in clothing with that of people who 
live in kings’ palaces points to a difference in 
lifestyle. John’s attire suggests that he has 
nothing and wants nothing of earthly value.

9a. People went to hear John the Bap-
tist because they believed him to be God’s 
prophet, empowered to speak for God.

Having been taken captive by hostile 
nations, the Israelites heard the prophets 
promise that God would free them from 
captivity and return them to their home-
land. This deliverance was so exceptional 
that it would show to the nations that Is-
rael’s God was and is the only true God.

Because this promised act of God so 
closely resembled his deliverance of Israel 
from slavery in Egypt, the prophets could 
speak of it in similar terms. God had visited 
his people in their distress in Egypt, defeat-
ing the rulers of Egypt and bringing his 
people into the promised land; he would do 
so again (Deuteronomy 30:1-10).

9b, 10. Jesus can affirm that John is 
more than a prophet because his appear-
ance on the scene fulfills the promise of 
Malachi 3:1. God himself is the one who 
sends his messenger ahead of Jesus. If John’s 
role is to prepare the way for the Lord, and 
if John has indeed prepared the way for 
Jesus, then logically it follows that Jesus is 
the Lord, living among his people.

Vindicating Wisdom 21

Thought to Remember
What seems like foolishness to humans is sometimes the wisdom of God.

Matthew 11:7-19
7 As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus 

began to speak to the crowd about John: 
“What did you go out into the wilder-
ness to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 
8  If not, what did you go out to see? A 
man dressed in fine clothes? No, those 
who wear fine clothes are in kings’ pal-
aces. 9 Then what did you go out to see? 
A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than 
a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom 
it is written:

“‘I will send my messenger ahead 
of you,

who will prepare your way 
before you.’

11 Truly I tell you, among those born 
of women there has not risen anyone 
greater than John the Baptist; yet who-
ever is least in the kingdom of heaven 
is greater than he. 12  From the days of 
John the Baptist until now, the kingdom 
of heaven has been subjected to violence, 

and violent people have been raiding 
it. 13  For all the Prophets and the Law 
prophesied until John. 14 And if you are 
willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who 
was to come. 15  Whoever has ears, let 
them hear.

16 “To what can I compare this genera-
tion? They are like children sitting in the 
marketplaces and calling out to others:

17 “‘We played the pipe for you,
and you did not dance;

we sang a dirge,
and you did not mourn.’

18 For John came neither eating nor 
drinking, and they say, ‘He has a de-
mon.’ 19  The Son of Man came eating 
and drinking, and they say, ‘Here is a 
glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 
collectors and sinners.’ But wisdom is 
proved right by her deeds.”

    Vindicating
Wisdom

Devotional Reading:  Matthew 10:1-14

Background Scripture:  Matthew 11:1-9

 20 July 5

July 5
Lesson 5 (NIV)
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John the Baptist
11:7. Concurrent with the departure of 

John the Baptist’s disciples, Jesus speaks to 
the crowd. This large group likely includes 
those who already consider themselves 
students of Jesus, others who are curious 
about his power and teachings, and still 
others who are skeptical or even hostile.

John boldly told the prominent and self-
satisfied that they have no standing with 
God unless they repent (Matthew 3:7-10).

8. Ordinary people owned few gar-
ments. John’s garb is made of camel’s hair 
and is bound with a leather belt (Matthew 
3:4). His clothes are anything but fine! The 
contrast in clothing with that of people who 
live in kings’ palaces points to a difference in 
lifestyle. John’s attire suggests that he has 
nothing and wants nothing of earthly value.

9a. People went to hear John the Bap-
tist because they believed him to be God’s 
prophet, empowered to speak for God.

Having been taken captive by hostile 
nations, the Israelites heard the prophets 
promise that God would free them from 
captivity and return them to their home-
land. This deliverance was so exceptional 
that it would show to the nations that Is-
rael’s God was and is the only true God.

Because this promised act of God so 
closely resembled his deliverance of Israel 
from slavery in Egypt, the prophets could 
speak of it in similar terms. God had visited 
his people in their distress in Egypt, defeat-
ing the rulers of Egypt and bringing his 
people into the promised land; he would do 
so again (Deuteronomy 30:1-10).

9b, 10. Jesus can affirm that John is 
more than a prophet because his appear-
ance on the scene fulfills the promise of 
Malachi 3:1. God himself is the one who 
sends his messenger ahead of Jesus. If John’s 
role is to prepare the way for the Lord, and 
if John has indeed prepared the way for 
Jesus, then logically it follows that Jesus is 
the Lord, living among his people.

John’s announcement of the nearness of 
God’s kingdom and the coming of God’s 
true king is the announcement that the 
Messiah’s reign is about to begin (Matthew 
3:1, 2; John 3:27-30). To John the Baptist 
has fallen the duty to proclaim that it was 
about to be fulfilled (Mark 1:2-4).

11. In using the word truly, Jesus intro-
duces this proclamation with an expres-
sion that affirms his trustworthiness. But 
the declaration itself is very difficult for his 
audience to understand because it seems 
self- contradictory: first, Jesus says that 
John the Baptist is “more than a prophet” 
(see 11:9b), which places him among the 
greatest people in history. How then can 
someone who is least in the kingdom of 
heaven be greater than he?

Jesus is challenging his audience to re-
think their understanding of the kingdom 
of Heaven. Jesus’ contemporaries believe 
that the kingdom God will establish is to be 
a political continuation of David’s throne. 

But God’s intentions are much broader 
than that: his kingdom is his promised reign 
over the world, his restoration of wholeness 
to the world that currently suffers under the 
curse and brokenness of sin. It is the full 
realization of God’s promises to all people.

Jesus spoke of God’s kingdom in terms 
of three time frames: near, here, and yet to 
come. Jesus speaks of God’s reign as “near” 
(Luke 21:31). But as Jesus heals and drives 
out demons, he is more likely to be speak-
ing of God’s kingdom as already present 
(Matthew 12:26-28). And as he speaks of 
what his followers come to understand as 
his return, he speaks of the kingdom as a 
future reality (7:21-23).

John is the herald of God’s kingdom, 
first announcing its nearness. But he is not 
yet a subject of that kingdom in terms of 
its future reality, for it has not yet arrived. 
God has done great things through John, 
but God will do greater things through and 
for the subjects of God’s kingdom by way of 

Vindicating Wisdom 21

Thought to Remember
What seems like foolishness to humans is sometimes the wisdom of God.

and violent people have been raiding 
it. 13  For all the Prophets and the Law 
prophesied until John. 14 And if you are 
willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who 
was to come. 15  Whoever has ears, let 
them hear.

16 “To what can I compare this genera-
tion? They are like children sitting in the 
marketplaces and calling out to others:

17 “‘We played the pipe for you,
and you did not dance;

we sang a dirge,
and you did not mourn.’

18 For John came neither eating nor 
drinking, and they say, ‘He has a de-
mon.’ 19  The Son of Man came eating 
and drinking, and they say, ‘Here is a 
glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 
collectors and sinners.’ But wisdom is 
proved right by her deeds.”

    Vindicating
Wisdom

Devotional Reading:  Matthew 10:1-14

Background Scripture:  Matthew 11:1-9

 20 July 5
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Involvement Learning
      Vindicating Wisdom

Vindicating Wisdom 23

Into the Lesson

Why does this person create such dif-
ferent reactions among various groups? 

Controversial figures have emerged 
throughout history. Today we’ll explore 
differing opinions about the person and 
ministry of John the Baptist.

Read Matthew 11:1-5 as a lead-in to 
the lesson text.

Jesus’ death and resurrection (John 14:12).
12. The idea that God’s kingdom can 

suffer violence seems absurd. How could 
the rule of the Almighty be challenged by 
anyone? Jesus seems to refer to the world’s 
treatment of citizens of God’s kingdom. 
One example is how Herod Antipas has im-
prisoned John the Baptist for speaking out 
against Herod’s sin. Herod later will have 
John killed. Jesus himself will eventually be 
arrested and crucified. Looking further into 
the future, Jesus has already spoken of the 
opposition that his followers will face.

God’s kingdom is great, but until it 
comes in its fullness, God’s people experi-
ence great hardships. God’s kingdom enters 
the world in Jesus, but the fullness of God’s 
reign, including the complete defeat of evil, 
awaits Jesus’ return. Until then, Jesus’ fol-
lowers experience the blessing and power of 
God’s reign in the midst of a world that op-
poses them and the king they serve. It is an 
“already but not yet” kingdom.

13. The Prophets and the Law is an ex-
pression referring to Israel’s Scriptures that 
Christians call the Old Testament. Jesus 
says that John’s work was the climax of the 
message of those books. Jesus speaks of the 
Old Testament in its entirety as coming 
together as a message of promise. They an-
nounced this promise until John, who was 
directed by God to announce the soon-to-
be fulfillment of the promise.

14. Jesus identifies John as Elijah. That 
prophet had confronted the evil leaders of 
his day with the reality of God’s power-
ful authority. Later, the prophet Malachi 

promised that one like Elijah would appear 
as the forerunner of God’s promised rule. 
John is this promised prophet.

15. Jesus encourages hearers to think 
about what they have heard and to respond 
appropriately to the challenge it poses.

This Generation
16. Jesus uses this generation phrase to 

focus on those who reject his message de-
spite their having witnessed his mighty 
acts of power.

17. Certain children in the marketplace 
call out to each other to express frustration 
that the other children will not respond to 
their activities. They have played a dance 
tune, but the other children did not dance. 
The idea seems to be that the generation Je-
sus is criticizing wants him to dance to their 
tune. But that doesn’t happen.

18. John the Baptist lived under the vow 
of the Nazirite, refusing wine and adopting 
a diet symbolic of a great crisis (Matthew 
3:4), refusing ordinary food. Jesus describes 
those who reject John’s message as justify-
ing their refusal by claiming that his strange 
actions indicate that he is possessed by a 
demon. John refuses to dance to their tune.

19. Jesus is known to attend banquets 
given by those on the margins of society. 
Tax collectors work for Rome and are re-
garded by fellow Jews as having forfeited 
their standing in God’s people. Sinners are 
notorious in their communities for violat-
ing God’s law. Jesus is called a glutton and 
a drunkard for his association with such 
people. Jesus, of course, has an explana-
tion: he has come to save just such people.

For those unwilling to heed God’s wis-
dom, no messenger is good enough. John 
is too strict with himself; Jesus is too indul-
gent. But God is at work in both, bringing 
his promises to fulfillment. The people of 
wisdom, those who responded to John and 
Jesus in faith, will prove the truth of what 
those two proclaim.

 22 July 5

Key Verse
“The Son of Man came eating and 
drinking, and they say, ‘Here is a 
glutton and a drunkard, a friend 
of tax collectors and sinners.’ But 
wisdom is proved right by her 
deeds.” —Matthew 11:19

What nonpolitician is the 
media currently reporting  
as creating controversy?

What’s So?
Decide whether Jesus’ questions were 

or were not rhetorical in nature.

Read Matthew 11:9-14. What are the facts about John the Baptist as recorded in 
Scripture passages other than this one?

How can this verse be seen as a bridge that connects the verses prior to it with those 
that follow? Discuss Jesus’ comparisons in verses 16-19 and how they are connected to his 
descriptions in verses 7-14. 

Into the Word
Read Matthew 11:7, 8.
Define the term rhetorical question: _____________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________

John the Baptist/Jesus

How they differed in lifestyle

The logic people used to reject them
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Vindicating Wisdom 23

Into the Lesson

Why does this person create such dif-
ferent reactions among various groups? 

Controversial figures have emerged 
throughout history. Today we’ll explore 
differing opinions about the person and 
ministry of John the Baptist.

Read Matthew 11:1-5 as a lead-in to 
the lesson text.

Into Life
Circle the one area in which you 

most lack godly wisdom, and jot down 
a “what’s next” action to begin an im-
provement plan.
saving money choosing friends
spending money monetary giving
priorities in time expenditures diet
marriage parenting
exercise [other]
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________

promised that one like Elijah would appear 
as the forerunner of God’s promised rule. 
John is this promised prophet.

15. Jesus encourages hearers to think 
about what they have heard and to respond 
appropriately to the challenge it poses.

This Generation
16. Jesus uses this generation phrase to 

focus on those who reject his message de-
spite their having witnessed his mighty 
acts of power.

17. Certain children in the marketplace 
call out to each other to express frustration 
that the other children will not respond to 
their activities. They have played a dance 
tune, but the other children did not dance. 
The idea seems to be that the generation Je-
sus is criticizing wants him to dance to their 
tune. But that doesn’t happen.

18. John the Baptist lived under the vow 
of the Nazirite, refusing wine and adopting 
a diet symbolic of a great crisis (Matthew 
3:4), refusing ordinary food. Jesus describes 
those who reject John’s message as justify-
ing their refusal by claiming that his strange 
actions indicate that he is possessed by a 
demon. John refuses to dance to their tune.

19. Jesus is known to attend banquets 
given by those on the margins of society. 
Tax collectors work for Rome and are re-
garded by fellow Jews as having forfeited 
their standing in God’s people. Sinners are 
notorious in their communities for violat-
ing God’s law. Jesus is called a glutton and 
a drunkard for his association with such 
people. Jesus, of course, has an explana-
tion: he has come to save just such people.

For those unwilling to heed God’s wis-
dom, no messenger is good enough. John 
is too strict with himself; Jesus is too indul-
gent. But God is at work in both, bringing 
his promises to fulfillment. The people of 
wisdom, those who responded to John and 
Jesus in faith, will prove the truth of what 
those two proclaim.

 22 July 5

What nonpolitician is the 
media currently reporting  
as creating controversy?

What’s So?
Decide whether Jesus’ questions were 

or were not rhetorical in nature.

So What?
Decide what difference it makes wheth-

er the questions were rhetorical in nature. 

Read Matthew 11:9-14. What are the facts about John the Baptist as recorded in 
Scripture passages other than this one?

How can this verse be seen as a bridge that connects the verses prior to it with those 
that follow? Discuss Jesus’ comparisons in verses 16-19 and how they are connected to his 
descriptions in verses 7-14. 

Into the Word
Read Matthew 11:7, 8.
Define the term rhetorical question: _____________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________

John the Baptist/Jesus

How they differed in lifestyle

The logic people used to reject them
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Wisdom in Seasons
3:1. This verse introduces a medita-

tion on the regularity of life. Everything 
and every activity are parallel, as are time 
and season. The writer considers how life 
begins, develops, and ends in largely con-
sistent cycles. Since God created the emo-
tions that attend these rhythms of life, 
those emotions should not be suppressed. 
Wise people accept even the burdensome 
or painful realities that we cannot change.

7b. We have many occasions to speak 
to one another, but no less important are 
occasions when speech is unnecessary. In 
sickness or sadness, being silent may be 
more meaningful than speaking. Time 
spent in silence can be reassuring. And 
when standing before those who are older 
and wiser, we do well to listen silently.

Wisdom in Exceptions
2:39. This verse picks up just after the 

small family’s journey to Jerusalem to 
dedicate Jesus to the Lord (Luke 2:22-24). 
Jesus’ parents have been careful to observe 
all that the Law requires for a firstborn 
child. Mary and Joseph undoubtedly con-
tinued the ordinary rhythms of life. These 
include raising their firstborn and their 
other children in Nazareth.

40. Samuel and John the Baptist seem to 
have developed in ways out of the ordinary. 
But their growth in wisdom is not high-
lighted as it is with Jesus. Jesus’ experience 
of God’s grace may compare with Samuel’s 
“favor with the Lord” (1 Samuel 2:26).

41. As they had faithfully observed the 
laws regarding Jesus’ dedication, Jesus’ parents 
do so again throughout his life by traveling 
every year to Jerusalem for Passover. Because 
the temple was established in Jerusalem, the 
customary practice is for all faithful Israel-
ites who can do so to go to Jerusalem to cel-
ebrate Passover.

42. At the age of twelve, Jesus is not yet 
part of the adult world. But he is old enough 

The Boy Jesus 25

Thought to Remember
Being about our heavenly Father’s business is our task—no matter what.

Ecclesiastes 3:1, 7b
1 There is a time for everything,

and a season for every activity 
under the heavens.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
7b A time to keep silence, and a time 

to speak.

Luke 2:39-52
39 When Joseph and Mary had done 

everything required by the Law of the 
Lord, they returned to Galilee to their 
own town of Nazareth.

40 And the child grew and became 
strong; he was filled with wisdom, and 
the grace of God was on him.

41 Every year Jesus’ parents went to Je-
rusalem for the Festival of the Passover. 
42  When he was twelve years old, they 
went up to the festival, according to the 
custom. 43  After the festival was over, 
while his parents were returning home, 
the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, 
but they were unaware of it. 44 Thinking 
he was in their company, they traveled 

on for a day. Then they began look-
ing for him among their relatives and 
friends. 45 When they did not find him, 
they went back to Jerusalem to look for 
him. 46 After three days they found him 
in the temple courts, sitting among the 
teachers, listening to them and asking 
them questions. 47 Everyone who heard 
him was amazed at his understanding 
and his answers. 48 When his parents saw 
him, they were astonished. His mother 
said to him, “Son, why have you treated 
us like this? Your father and I have been 
anxiously searching for you.”

49 “Why were you searching for me?” 
he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be 
in my Father’s house?” 50  But they did 
not understand what he was saying to 
them.

51 Then he went down to Nazareth 
with them and was obedient to them. 
But his mother treasured all these things 
in her heart. 52 And Jesus grew in wisdom 
and stature, and in favor with God and 
man.

    The Boy
Jesus

Devotional Reading:  Leviticus 12:1-8; Numbers 3:11-13

Background Scripture:  Ecclesiastes 3:1-15; Luke 2:39-52

 24 July 12

July 12
Lesson 6 (NIV)
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Wisdom in Seasons
3:1. This verse introduces a medita-

tion on the regularity of life. Everything 
and every activity are parallel, as are time 
and season. The writer considers how life 
begins, develops, and ends in largely con-
sistent cycles. Since God created the emo-
tions that attend these rhythms of life, 
those emotions should not be suppressed. 
Wise people accept even the burdensome 
or painful realities that we cannot change.

7b. We have many occasions to speak 
to one another, but no less important are 
occasions when speech is unnecessary. In 
sickness or sadness, being silent may be 
more meaningful than speaking. Time 
spent in silence can be reassuring. And 
when standing before those who are older 
and wiser, we do well to listen silently.

Wisdom in Exceptions
2:39. This verse picks up just after the 

small family’s journey to Jerusalem to 
dedicate Jesus to the Lord (Luke 2:22-24). 
Jesus’ parents have been careful to observe 
all that the Law requires for a firstborn 
child. Mary and Joseph undoubtedly con-
tinued the ordinary rhythms of life. These 
include raising their firstborn and their 
other children in Nazareth.

40. Samuel and John the Baptist seem to 
have developed in ways out of the ordinary. 
But their growth in wisdom is not high-
lighted as it is with Jesus. Jesus’ experience 
of God’s grace may compare with Samuel’s 
“favor with the Lord” (1 Samuel 2:26).

41. As they had faithfully observed the 
laws regarding Jesus’ dedication, Jesus’ parents 
do so again throughout his life by traveling 
every year to Jerusalem for Passover. Because 
the temple was established in Jerusalem, the 
customary practice is for all faithful Israel-
ites who can do so to go to Jerusalem to cel-
ebrate Passover.

42. At the age of twelve, Jesus is not yet 
part of the adult world. But he is old enough 

no longer to be considered just a child. 
43. The Passover consists of an evening 

feast—the Passover proper—followed by 
seven days of additional celebration—the 
Festival of Unleavened Bread (Leviticus 
23:5, 6). Mary and Joseph, doubtless with 
thousands of other travelers, begin their 
journey home the next day. 

44. The road north from Jerusalem, 
crowded with pilgrims going home to 
Galilee, is likely a chaotic, confusing place. 
Mary and Joseph may be traveling with 
their respective friends, not as a couple or 
family, thus leaving each to assume that 
Jesus is with the other.

Only at the end of the day, when they 
make camp for the night, do the parents 
discover that their eldest son is not with ei-
ther of them! We can imagine the fear and 
confusion the parents experience as they ask 
about Jesus and receive no answers regard-
ing his whereabouts.

45. The parents have no choice but to 
return to Jerusalem. 

46. We cannot tell whether the three days 
include the first day of journeying away 
from Jerusalem. This time frame does sug-
gest at least two very difficult nights while 
Joseph and Mary do not know where their 
son is. 

When they find Jesus, he is in the temple 
courts. 

47. The picture is clearly that of Je-
sus talking deeply with experts in Israel’s 
Scriptures. A boy of 12 doing such a thing 
reveals an impressive interest in God’s 
Word. Adult experts engaging the ques-
tions from a boy over several days signals 
the youngster’s extraordinary insight.

48. The parents’ amazement at first is 
that Jesus behaves in such an unconven-
tional way, leaving them in great fear. Jesus’ 
mother can imagine no possible justifica-
tion for her son’s having acted as he has 
done in causing them the pain they have 
experienced.

The Boy Jesus 25

Thought to Remember
Being about our heavenly Father’s business is our task—no matter what.

on for a day. Then they began look-
ing for him among their relatives and 
friends. 45 When they did not find him, 
they went back to Jerusalem to look for 
him. 46 After three days they found him 
in the temple courts, sitting among the 
teachers, listening to them and asking 
them questions. 47 Everyone who heard 
him was amazed at his understanding 
and his answers. 48 When his parents saw 
him, they were astonished. His mother 
said to him, “Son, why have you treated 
us like this? Your father and I have been 
anxiously searching for you.”

49 “Why were you searching for me?” 
he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be 
in my Father’s house?” 50  But they did 
not understand what he was saying to 
them.

51 Then he went down to Nazareth 
with them and was obedient to them. 
But his mother treasured all these things 
in her heart. 52 And Jesus grew in wisdom 
and stature, and in favor with God and 
man.

    The Boy
Jesus

Devotional Reading:  Leviticus 12:1-8; Numbers 3:11-13

Background Scripture:  Ecclesiastes 3:1-15; Luke 2:39-52

 24 July 12
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The Boy Jesus 27

Into the Lesson

As a child were you ever accidentally 
left behind by your parents? How did it 
feel?

How do you think you would feel if 
you left a child behind?

Our experiences as both child and 
adult in this regard have one thing in 
common: fear. How Jesus reacted to be-
ing left behind in the temple was not one 
of fear. Today’s lesson explores why Jesus 
responded the way he did to this event.

Into the Word
How would you define these three words?
identity __________________________
calling ___________________________
mission __________________________
Jesus’ Identity: Read Ecclesiastes 3:1, 

7b; Luke 2:39-52.
1–How does Jesus’ perception of 

God’s will inform his true identity?
____________________________________

2–In what ways do his physical growth 
and favorable perception with God serve 
as keys to his identity?
____________________________________

Jesus’ Calling: Read Ecclesiastes 3:1, 
7b; Luke 2:39-52. 

1–What are Mary and Joseph’s roles in 
helping Jesus fulfill his calling?
____________________________________

49. Jesus’ response implies that his par-
ents should have known exactly where he 
was: he was engaged with the things of 
God. The expression translated had to be 
in this verse is one that Luke often uses to 
indicate things that occur because of the 
fulfilling of God’s purpose. Jesus engages 
the greatest of his contemporaries to con-
sider the true implications of God’s Word. 

Jesus refers to God as his Father in re-
sponse to the implications from his mother’s 
use of the word “father.” Though it was not 
common for Jews in those days to call God 
“Father,” the concept that God is the Father 
of Israel is important in the Scriptures

Consequently, God can be called “our 
Father,” though generally such an address is 
considered to be too familiar. Even so, Jesus 
says in my Father’s house (John 2:16). This 
expresses Jesus’ awareness of his unique, di-
vine identity even at this young age. He un-
doubtedly knows the Old Testament Scrip-
tures in which God refers to his promised 
king as his “son.” He surely is also aware 
that the angel Gabriel had told Mary that 
Jesus would be God’s Son (Luke 1:32, 35).

Further, Jesus expresses no surprise that 
his role in God’s plan will cause distress to 
those who love him. Simeon had warned 
Jesus’ mother that “a sword will pierce 
your own soul too” (Luke 2:35). Jesus’ 
three day absence from his parents ends in 
a joyous but perplexing reunion.

This is only the first time that Jesus’ voca-
tion will cause his mother grief. Her grief 
will be all the greater when Jesus surrenders 
to death (John 19:25). In the wisdom of 
God, the solution to human brokenness is 
for the divine Son of God to take the pun-
ishment for humanity on himself.

The word house translates a phrase that 
is very broad in the original language. It 
can refer to anything associated with God. 
Whatever Jesus does, he does as the work 
of God. Although Jesus is adopted by Jo-
seph and brought up in his house (Mat-
thew 1:25), Jesus’ work of his Father does 
not refer to carpentry; it refers to salvation.

50. Mary and Joseph know well the 
angelic and prophetic words spoken to 
describe their uniquely born son. Yet the 
fulfillment of those prophecies must wait, 
as ordinary life demands attention. To out-
ward appearances, Jesus is a child like any 
other. We safely assume that his family life 
mirrors that of most others in first-century 
Israel. That Jesus should do something so 
unconventional makes no sense at the time. 
Thus Jesus’ parents cannot understand the 
significance of what he declares.

In Jesus, God is doing a work unlike any-
thing that people expect. God’s wisdom de-
mands that human values be turned upside 
down. His wisdom requires the almighty 
Son of God to take on human flesh and 
suffer a tortuous death to reconcile God 
with unworthy people. Jesus’ wisdom and 
knowledge of God’s plans challenge every-
thing that people believe. Every difficult 
word that Jesus speaks provokes the listener 
to ponder in order to understand.

51a. The whole family now returns to 
their home in Nazareth. Until his ministry 
begins when he is “about thirty years old” 
(Luke 3:23), Jesus apparently remains obe-
dient to his parents in some sense. 

51b. Mary remembers this event and 
ponders its meaning. These unique epi-
sodes can be understood only on the other 
side of Jesus’ death and resurrection, when 
the wisdom of God revealed in Jesus comes 
to its unexpected, victorious climax.

52. Jesus’ growth in wisdom is again not-
ed. Human approval is fickle; approval by 
God endures. God’s wisdom, on display in 
the boy Jesus, will have the final word.

 26 July 12

Key Verse
The child grew and became strong; 
he was filled with wisdom, and the 
grace of God was on him.
  —Luke 2:40

Left Behind
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The Boy Jesus 27

Into the Lesson

As a child were you ever accidentally 
left behind by your parents? How did it 
feel?

How do you think you would feel if 
you left a child behind?

Our experiences as both child and 
adult in this regard have one thing in 
common: fear. How Jesus reacted to be-
ing left behind in the temple was not one 
of fear. Today’s lesson explores why Jesus 
responded the way he did to this event.

Into the Word
How would you define these three words?
identity __________________________
calling ___________________________
mission __________________________
Jesus’ Identity: Read Ecclesiastes 3:1, 

7b; Luke 2:39-52.
1–How does Jesus’ perception of 

God’s will inform his true identity?
____________________________________

2–In what ways do his physical growth 
and favorable perception with God serve 
as keys to his identity?
____________________________________

Jesus’ Calling: Read Ecclesiastes 3:1, 
7b; Luke 2:39-52. 

1–What are Mary and Joseph’s roles in 
helping Jesus fulfill his calling?
____________________________________

2–How does Jesus’ intimate connec-
tion with his heavenly Father indicate 
his sense of calling?
____________________________________

3–How does Jesus’ priority of being in 
God’s house reveal his calling?
____________________________________

Jesus’ Mission: Read Ecclesiastes 3:1, 
7b; Luke 2:39-52. 

1–How does Jesus understand the pri-
ority of his mission?
____________________________________

2–How is Jesus’ thirst to understand 
spiritual questions an indication of his 
sense of his mission?
____________________________________

3–What do Mary and Joseph already 
understand about Jesus and what do they 
still need to learn?
____________________________________

What overlaps exist among Jesus’ call-
ing, identity, and mission? 

Into Life

Sunday: Focus on thanking God for your 
identity as his child whom he leads.
Monday, Tuesday: Focus on thanking God 
for calling you to be part of his family and 
for wisdom you need to do the work he has 
given you to do in his kingdom.
Wednesday, Thursday: Focus on thanking 
God for his mission of love in the world and 
ask for wisdom to recognize him at work.
Friday, Saturday: Pray for wisdom to live 
in a right relationship with God, others, 
and the world.

The word house translates a phrase that 
is very broad in the original language. It 
can refer to anything associated with God. 
Whatever Jesus does, he does as the work 
of God. Although Jesus is adopted by Jo-
seph and brought up in his house (Mat-
thew 1:25), Jesus’ work of his Father does 
not refer to carpentry; it refers to salvation.

50. Mary and Joseph know well the 
angelic and prophetic words spoken to 
describe their uniquely born son. Yet the 
fulfillment of those prophecies must wait, 
as ordinary life demands attention. To out-
ward appearances, Jesus is a child like any 
other. We safely assume that his family life 
mirrors that of most others in first-century 
Israel. That Jesus should do something so 
unconventional makes no sense at the time. 
Thus Jesus’ parents cannot understand the 
significance of what he declares.

In Jesus, God is doing a work unlike any-
thing that people expect. God’s wisdom de-
mands that human values be turned upside 
down. His wisdom requires the almighty 
Son of God to take on human flesh and 
suffer a tortuous death to reconcile God 
with unworthy people. Jesus’ wisdom and 
knowledge of God’s plans challenge every-
thing that people believe. Every difficult 
word that Jesus speaks provokes the listener 
to ponder in order to understand.

51a. The whole family now returns to 
their home in Nazareth. Until his ministry 
begins when he is “about thirty years old” 
(Luke 3:23), Jesus apparently remains obe-
dient to his parents in some sense. 

51b. Mary remembers this event and 
ponders its meaning. These unique epi-
sodes can be understood only on the other 
side of Jesus’ death and resurrection, when 
the wisdom of God revealed in Jesus comes 
to its unexpected, victorious climax.

52. Jesus’ growth in wisdom is again not-
ed. Human approval is fickle; approval by 
God endures. God’s wisdom, on display in 
the boy Jesus, will have the final word.

 26 July 12

Left Behind
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Homeward Bound
6:1. Jesus leaves the place where he had 

raised a girl from the dead (Mark 5:21, 35-
43). He travels west toward his hometown, 
Nazareth. Nazareth was a small agricultural 
village. The disciples accompany Jesus. 

Neighbors Weigh In
2a. The Sabbath is a key observance for 

the people of Israel. Its requirement is sim-
ple: to rest the entire day, doing no work.

2b. During the Babylonian exile, when 
the people were far from their homeland 
and the (destroyed) temple (2 Kings 25:8-
12), the custom of gathering on the Sab-
bath began. 

In Jesus’ time, synagogue services were 
simple. They appeared to include readings 
from the Law and from the Prophets and a 
discourse of teaching and exhortation. 

The opportunity to speak seems to be 
available to any adult male member of the 
faith who is present. Praying and singing 
or chanting is likely also practiced.

Jesus is often able to enter a synagogue 
meeting on a Sabbath and offer an address 
to the people gathered.

2c. People are often amazed at Jesus’ 
teaching and mighty acts. But Mark re-
cords different kinds of astonishment. 
Some is from confusion, but more gener-
ally it is surprise at the authority of Jesus’ 
teaching and acts. 

2d. The people of Nazareth wonder 
about the source and nature of Jesus’ wis-
dom. We can infer from earlier chapters that 
Jesus speaks about the nearness of God’s 
kingdom (Mark 1:15) as he asserts his own 
authority within that kingdom. In Luke’s 
account, Jesus announces that he is fulfill-
ing the promises of God given to the proph-
et Isaiah (Luke 4:17-21). Reasons for the 
people’s skeptical amazement come next.

3a. Jesus based his ministry in Caper-
naum (Matthew 4:13). But for those who 
had lived alongside Jesus in his hometown 

The Wisdom of Jesus 29

Thought to Remember
God uses ordinary people to do extraordinary things.

Mark 6:1-6
1 Jesus left there and went to his home-

town, accompanied by his disciples. 
2 When the Sabbath came, he began to 
teach in the synagogue, and many who 
heard him were amazed.

“Where did this man get these things?” 
they asked. “What’s this wisdom that has 
been given him? What are these remark-
able miracles he is performing? 3 Isn’t this 
the carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son and 

the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and 
Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with us?” 
And they took offense at him.

4  Jesus said to them, “A prophet is 
not without honor except in his own 
town, among his relatives and in his own 
home.” 5 He could not do any miracles 
there, except lay his hands on a few sick 
people and heal them. 6 He was amazed 
at their lack of faith. Then Jesus went 
around teaching from village to village.

    The Wisdom
Of Jesus

Devotional Reading:  Mark 7:14-23

Background Scripture:  Mark 6:1-6; 7:1-23

 28 July 19

July 19
Lesson 7 (NIV)

Photo: arogant / iStock / Thinkstock
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Homeward Bound
6:1. Jesus leaves the place where he had 

raised a girl from the dead (Mark 5:21, 35-
43). He travels west toward his hometown, 
Nazareth. Nazareth was a small agricultural 
village. The disciples accompany Jesus. 

Neighbors Weigh In
2a. The Sabbath is a key observance for 

the people of Israel. Its requirement is sim-
ple: to rest the entire day, doing no work.

2b. During the Babylonian exile, when 
the people were far from their homeland 
and the (destroyed) temple (2 Kings 25:8-
12), the custom of gathering on the Sab-
bath began. 

In Jesus’ time, synagogue services were 
simple. They appeared to include readings 
from the Law and from the Prophets and a 
discourse of teaching and exhortation. 

The opportunity to speak seems to be 
available to any adult male member of the 
faith who is present. Praying and singing 
or chanting is likely also practiced.

Jesus is often able to enter a synagogue 
meeting on a Sabbath and offer an address 
to the people gathered.

2c. People are often amazed at Jesus’ 
teaching and mighty acts. But Mark re-
cords different kinds of astonishment. 
Some is from confusion, but more gener-
ally it is surprise at the authority of Jesus’ 
teaching and acts. 

2d. The people of Nazareth wonder 
about the source and nature of Jesus’ wis-
dom. We can infer from earlier chapters that 
Jesus speaks about the nearness of God’s 
kingdom (Mark 1:15) as he asserts his own 
authority within that kingdom. In Luke’s 
account, Jesus announces that he is fulfill-
ing the promises of God given to the proph-
et Isaiah (Luke 4:17-21). Reasons for the 
people’s skeptical amazement come next.

3a. Jesus based his ministry in Caper-
naum (Matthew 4:13). But for those who 
had lived alongside Jesus in his hometown 

of Nazareth, the claims he makes seem 
incredible. They know him as a carpenter. 

3b. The skeptics know Jesus’ family. 
This knowledge suggests to them that Je-
sus should not have any special knowledge 
beyond his trade.

If the skeptics acknowledge that the ori-
gin of both his wisdom and mighty works 
is God, it would answer their question of 
the previous verse. In Mark’s Gospel, nei-
ther Jesus’ birth nor his adoptive father, Jo-
seph, is ever mentioned directly. Referring 
to a man as the son of his mother may im-
ply that the father is deceased. However, 
it also may imply in this culture that the 
son was born out of wedlock, the father 
perhaps unknown. Jesus, born of a virgin, 
doubtless appears at least to some to be the 
result of an illicit sexual encounter; divine 
revelation establishes otherwise, but the 
skeptics may be unaware of this or disbe-
lieve it. So as the skeptics refer to Jesus as 
Mary’s son, they may be implying that Je-
sus’ conception was dishonorable. 

3c. In the second century AD, some 
Christians concluded that Mary remained 
a virgin. To explain references to Jesus’ sib-
lings, they suggest that these are relatives, 
or perhaps Joseph’s children from a prior 
marriage. It is most reasonable to assume 
that those named here are Joseph and 
Mary’s natural children, Jesus’ younger 
half siblings.

Jesus’ brothers and sisters are well known 
to the townspeople. It seems that Jesus’ 
“mother and brothers” (John 2:12) have 
moved to Capernaum with him by this 
time. Further, the neighbors may know 
that Jesus’ family—especially his broth-
ers—are not supportive of his ministry. 
His mother and brothers had sought to 
bring him home.

Jesus’ brothers are skeptical of him 
throughout his earthly ministry. But he 
will appear to at least one of his broth-
ers, James, after the resurrection. James 

The Wisdom of Jesus 29

Thought to Remember
God uses ordinary people to do extraordinary things.

the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and 
Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with us?” 
And they took offense at him.

4  Jesus said to them, “A prophet is 
not without honor except in his own 
town, among his relatives and in his own 
home.” 5 He could not do any miracles 
there, except lay his hands on a few sick 
people and heal them. 6 He was amazed 
at their lack of faith. Then Jesus went 
around teaching from village to village.

    The Wisdom
Of Jesus

Devotional Reading:  Mark 7:14-23

Background Scripture:  Mark 6:1-6; 7:1-23

 28 July 19
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The Wisdom of Jesus 31

Into the Lesson

We often limit our expectations of 
others based on where they come from. 
It was no different in Jesus’ day. Let’s see 
how he handled it.

Into the Word
Read Mark 6:1-6 from the point of 

view of the three group perspectives.

Neighbors’ Perspective
Before Jesus came back to town, I 

thought I knew ________________ about 
him, but I didn’t. While Jesus was speak-
ing, I was surprised to hear him say or 
watch him do ________________. After 
Jesus finished speaking, my opinion had 
changed in the following ways: 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Family’s Perspective
Before Jesus came back to town, I 

thought I knew ________________ about 
him, but I didn’t. While Jesus was speak-
ing, I was surprised to hear him say or 
watch him do ________________. After 
Jesus finished speaking, my opinion had 
changed in the following ways: 

becomes not only a believer but a leader 
in the first-century church. He also writes 
the epistle that bears his name. Judas be-
comes the author of the New Testament 
letter of Jude.

3d. The term translated offense occurs 
about 30 times in the New Testament. 
It frequently describes someone or some-
thing that causes a person to be faithless 
in some way. The prophet Isaiah referred 
to God as both a refuge for his people and 
the cause for them “to stumble” (Isaiah 
8:14), the very idea that Mark uses here.

Though Jesus’ words and deeds are evi-
dence of his power and love, those who take 
offense at him act faithlessly because they do 
not understand who Jesus is. The skeptics 
conclude that one who is as common as 
they are cannot be inspired by divine wis-
dom, let alone be wisdom personified. They 
have forgotten that God likes to use seem-
ingly insignificant people in his work.

Generation after generation, God’s wis-
dom is divisive, bringing blessing to those 
who believe but confirming unbelievers in 
their stubbornness and consequent judg-
ment. Jesus’ appearance becomes the su-
preme example of that pattern.

Jesus Impeded 
4. This saying is attested in other an-

cient Jewish and Greek texts. As the prov-

erb well describes Israel’s history of per-
secuting God’s messengers, so Jesus now 
applies it to himself. He will apply it again 
as a reaction to the rejection that he will 
experience (Luke 13:33-35).

Jews in Jesus’ day are certainly aware of 
the harsh treatment of prophets in their 
history. But whether they feel any respon-
sibility for those martyred prophets is un-
known. Treatment of prophets is and will 
be on Jesus’ mind (Luke 11:47-51; etc.). 
Through the prophets, God had spoken 
to the people’s forebears, but they had re-
fused to heed the message.

Jesus’ experience in his hometown points 
forward to those who will conspire and call 
to have him put to death. Not everyone 
rejects Jesus as those in his own town do; 
large crowds follow him. And not every-
one in those crowds is a faithful disciple; 
certainly some are or will be. Those who 
are offended by Jesus can reverse course 
and come to believe him. Jesus’ own rela-
tives, especially his brothers, will prove to 
be prime examples.

5. This remark is challenging to under-
stand. Our first inclination is to see the 
Nazarenes’ unbelief as preventing Jesus 
from doing miracles. But in the preceding 
episode, Jesus raised a girl from the dead 
when the mourners around her lacked faith. 
It is more likely that the Nazarenes’ faithless 
response is followed by action that results in 
Jesus’ leaving the village before ministering 
for very long.

6a. Jesus marvels at their lack of faith. 
Though he knows the history of rejecting 
prophets, it is still a rude awakening to expe-
rience the same dismissal in his hometown 
among people he knows well and loves.

6b. This disappointing rejection does not 
deter Jesus. He continues to travel from vil-
lage to village. He will be met with both en-
thusiasm and opposition. But Jesus contin-
ues forward, steadfast to complete the work 
that God the Father has given him.

 30 July 19

What is required for  
someone to be designated  

as a hometown hero?

Key Verses
When the Sabbath came, he be-
gan to teach in the synagogue, and 
many who heard him were amazed.
“Where did this man get these 
things?” they asked. “What’s this 
wisdom that has been given him? 
What are these remarkable mir-
acles he is performing?” . . . And 
they took offense at him.
 —Mark 6:2, 3b
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Involvement Learning
      The Wisdom of Jesus

The Wisdom of Jesus 31

Into the Lesson

We often limit our expectations of 
others based on where they come from. 
It was no different in Jesus’ day. Let’s see 
how he handled it.

Into the Word
Read Mark 6:1-6 from the point of 

view of the three group perspectives.

Neighbors’ Perspective
Before Jesus came back to town, I 

thought I knew ________________ about 
him, but I didn’t. While Jesus was speak-
ing, I was surprised to hear him say or 
watch him do ________________. After 
Jesus finished speaking, my opinion had 
changed in the following ways: 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Family’s Perspective
Before Jesus came back to town, I 

thought I knew ________________ about 
him, but I didn’t. While Jesus was speak-
ing, I was surprised to hear him say or 
watch him do ________________. After 
Jesus finished speaking, my opinion had 
changed in the following ways: 

____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Disciples’ Perspective 
Before Jesus came back to town, I 

thought I knew ________________ about 
him, but I didn’t. While Jesus was speak-
ing, I was surprised to hear him say or 
watch him do ________________. After 
Jesus finished speaking, my opinion had 
changed in the following ways: 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Into Life
How do your responses to the three 

group perspectives suggest overlaps with 
the experiences of Christians today?

____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

What does any overlap suggest about 
potential pitfalls of knowing Jesus for a 
long time?

____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

erb well describes Israel’s history of per-
secuting God’s messengers, so Jesus now 
applies it to himself. He will apply it again 
as a reaction to the rejection that he will 
experience (Luke 13:33-35).

Jews in Jesus’ day are certainly aware of 
the harsh treatment of prophets in their 
history. But whether they feel any respon-
sibility for those martyred prophets is un-
known. Treatment of prophets is and will 
be on Jesus’ mind (Luke 11:47-51; etc.). 
Through the prophets, God had spoken 
to the people’s forebears, but they had re-
fused to heed the message.

Jesus’ experience in his hometown points 
forward to those who will conspire and call 
to have him put to death. Not everyone 
rejects Jesus as those in his own town do; 
large crowds follow him. And not every-
one in those crowds is a faithful disciple; 
certainly some are or will be. Those who 
are offended by Jesus can reverse course 
and come to believe him. Jesus’ own rela-
tives, especially his brothers, will prove to 
be prime examples.

5. This remark is challenging to under-
stand. Our first inclination is to see the 
Nazarenes’ unbelief as preventing Jesus 
from doing miracles. But in the preceding 
episode, Jesus raised a girl from the dead 
when the mourners around her lacked faith. 
It is more likely that the Nazarenes’ faithless 
response is followed by action that results in 
Jesus’ leaving the village before ministering 
for very long.

6a. Jesus marvels at their lack of faith. 
Though he knows the history of rejecting 
prophets, it is still a rude awakening to expe-
rience the same dismissal in his hometown 
among people he knows well and loves.

6b. This disappointing rejection does not 
deter Jesus. He continues to travel from vil-
lage to village. He will be met with both en-
thusiasm and opposition. But Jesus contin-
ues forward, steadfast to complete the work 
that God the Father has given him.

 30 July 19

What is required for  
someone to be designated  

as a hometown hero?
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younger friend, Elihu, takes five chapters 
to defend God. The engine of my Bible 
reading sputtered uphill—until the first 
chill of fall began turning the leaves of 
my maple golden. That’s when I reached 
chapter 38 and discovered I wasn’t the 
only one fed up with the philosophizing 
of Job and his tedious friends. 

God seizes Job (and the reader) by 
the collar. He forces our noses to the 
ground to consider whose hands laid the 
earth’s foundation. Then with Superman 
flash, he circles the constellations and 
asks, “Can you bind the chains of the 
Pleiades? Can you loosen Orion’s belt?” 
(Job 38:31). Breathless, Job stutters—
“Therefore I despise myself and repent 
in dust and ashes” (42:6). 

Remorseful Job recognizes his sin 
and confesses. So do I. I’d forgotten, 
or perhaps never had grasped, what A. 
W. Tozer calls the Oh! of God. In Born 
After Midnight, he wrote: “When God 
Himself appears before the mind—awe-

OH! 33 32 Apples of Gold

My four children sucked their thumbs 
as babies, but my second to oldest son 
seemed to love it the most. 

Getting him to stop was a challenge. 
The other children seemed to simply out-
grow the habit—but not this child. At 
nearly four he still walked around with 
his thumb in his mouth nonstop. Finally, 
I decided I had to start discouraging the 
practice. I read somewhere it works well to 
have a child cut down on his thumb-suck-
ing habit before stopping altogether. This 
can be accomplished by restricting thumb 
sucking during waking hours while still al-
lowing it at bedtime or naptime.

I explained this to my son. I told him 
not to suck his thumb except at special 
times, like bedtime or naptime. After a 
few weeks the verbal reminders began to 
work, and soon my child was completely 
free of the habit during waking hours.

One day, my sister-in-law Laura of-
fered to take my children for their al-
lergy shots along with her children who 
also needed them. The pediatrician’s of-
fice had a waiting room full of toys and 
indoor playground equipment. That day 
as the children played, my 4-year-old son 
slid down the plastic slide a bit too hard. 
He landed with a thump and hurt him-
self upon impact with floor. He began to 
cry loudly.

Soon his cries turned into screams, 
and he refused to be comforted. Laura 
tried everything she could think of. She 
tried holding him on her lap and loving 
him—but to no avail. She tried talking 
gently to him, also to no avail. Time 
lapsed and my son’s screams grew louder, 
so Laura tried a different tactic!

Laura turned to my oldest son, who 
was about 7 years old at the time, and 
asked him if he had any ideas. This son 
stood up from his chair and walked 
over to his little brother. He put his arm 
around his brother’s shoulder and softly 
said; “You know how Mommy says you 
can only suck your thumb at special 
times? Well, this is one of those times.” 

With that, the younger brother stuck 
his much-loved thumb in his mouth and 
stopped crying instantly!

“A person finds joy in giving an apt 
reply—and how good is a timely word!” 
(Proverbs 15:23). Proverbs 25:11 calls 
these kinds of words “apples of gold in 
settings of silver.”

Apples of gold in settings of silver—
what a beautiful mental picture this cre-
ates! But Scripture also presents a very 
different picture of words. James 3:6-8 
says, “The tongue also is a fire, a world 
of evil among the parts of the body. It 
corrupts the whole body, sets the whole 
course of one’s life on fire, and is itself 
set on fire by hell. All kinds of animals, 
birds, reptiles and sea creatures are being 
tamed and have been tamed by man-
kind, but no human being can tame the 
tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly 
poison.” And verse 9 goes on to say that 
with our mouths we utter both blessings 
and curses. 

I have to ask myself, How am I using 
my words? Is my tongue a fire, a world 
of evil? Is it defiling everything else 
about me? If so, when people think of 
me, they probably remember mean, an-
gry, harsh things I have said. But I want 
them to feel encouraged by my words! 

Apples of Gold
      by Harriet Michael

OH!  (continued from page 19)

      by Rose M. Brandon

What about you? Are your words 
timely and wise, calming, encourag-
ing, and uplifting others? Others will 
be drawn to us like people to apples of 
gold in settings of silver when we speak 
about and demonstrate the goodness of 
our God with our words. But they will 
avoid us if our fiery tongues put them at 
risk for burns. 

As I ponder the striking contrast in 
how my tongue can be used, I am re-
minded of another Bible verse. Though 
the hosts in the heavens do not have 
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younger friend, Elihu, takes five chapters 
to defend God. The engine of my Bible 
reading sputtered uphill—until the first 
chill of fall began turning the leaves of 
my maple golden. That’s when I reached 
chapter 38 and discovered I wasn’t the 
only one fed up with the philosophizing 
of Job and his tedious friends. 

God seizes Job (and the reader) by 
the collar. He forces our noses to the 
ground to consider whose hands laid the 
earth’s foundation. Then with Superman 
flash, he circles the constellations and 
asks, “Can you bind the chains of the 
Pleiades? Can you loosen Orion’s belt?” 
(Job 38:31). Breathless, Job stutters—
“Therefore I despise myself and repent 
in dust and ashes” (42:6). 

Remorseful Job recognizes his sin 
and confesses. So do I. I’d forgotten, 
or perhaps never had grasped, what A. 
W. Tozer calls the Oh! of God. In Born 
After Midnight, he wrote: “When God 
Himself appears before the mind—awe-

some, vast and incomprehensible—then 
the mind sinks into silence and the heart 
cries out, ‘O Lord God!’” Call it rever-
ence, the fear of God, or awe, discover-
ing God’s OH! is glimpsing his incom-
prehensible power in a way that reveals 
our true feeble state. OH! immobilizes. 
It quakes the joints and dizzies the mind. 
It reminds that without a Savior, Jesus 
Christ, we are completely lost. 

I’d jogged through the last five chap-
ters of Job, lost track of time in won-
derment. As the cover closed, I felt that 
sadness that comes with finishing a good 
book. Before moving on, I promised to 
return often, to keep God’s awe, his OH! 
a flame in my heart. 

When you read of “glimpsing [God’s] in-
comprehensible power in a way that reveals 
our true feeble state,” what time in your life 
comes to mind?

OH! 33 32 Apples of Gold

Laura turned to my oldest son, who 
was about 7 years old at the time, and 
asked him if he had any ideas. This son 
stood up from his chair and walked 
over to his little brother. He put his arm 
around his brother’s shoulder and softly 
said; “You know how Mommy says you 
can only suck your thumb at special 
times? Well, this is one of those times.” 

With that, the younger brother stuck 
his much-loved thumb in his mouth and 
stopped crying instantly!

“A person finds joy in giving an apt 
reply—and how good is a timely word!” 
(Proverbs 15:23). Proverbs 25:11 calls 
these kinds of words “apples of gold in 
settings of silver.”

Apples of gold in settings of silver—
what a beautiful mental picture this cre-
ates! But Scripture also presents a very 
different picture of words. James 3:6-8 
says, “The tongue also is a fire, a world 
of evil among the parts of the body. It 
corrupts the whole body, sets the whole 
course of one’s life on fire, and is itself 
set on fire by hell. All kinds of animals, 
birds, reptiles and sea creatures are being 
tamed and have been tamed by man-
kind, but no human being can tame the 
tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly 
poison.” And verse 9 goes on to say that 
with our mouths we utter both blessings 
and curses. 

I have to ask myself, How am I using 
my words? Is my tongue a fire, a world 
of evil? Is it defiling everything else 
about me? If so, when people think of 
me, they probably remember mean, an-
gry, harsh things I have said. But I want 
them to feel encouraged by my words! 

OH!  (continued from page 19)

      by Rose M. Brandon

What about you? Are your words 
timely and wise, calming, encourag-
ing, and uplifting others? Others will 
be drawn to us like people to apples of 
gold in settings of silver when we speak 
about and demonstrate the goodness of 
our God with our words. But they will 
avoid us if our fiery tongues put them at 
risk for burns. 

As I ponder the striking contrast in 
how my tongue can be used, I am re-
minded of another Bible verse. Though 
the hosts in the heavens do not have 

language, “their voice goes out into all 
the earth, their words to the ends of the 
world. In the heavens God has pitched a 
tent for the sun” (Psalm 19:4). 

May God help our words become ap-
ples of gold for his glory! 

How are words like fire in both a posi-
tive and negative sense?

Graphic: © orensila | iStock | Thinkstock®
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John 14:1-14
1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. 

You believe in God; believe also in me. 
2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if 
that were not so, would I have told you 
that I am going there to prepare a place 
for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come back and take you to 
be with me that you also may be where 
I am. 4 You know the way to the place 
where I am going.”

5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t 
know where you are going, so how can 
we know the way?”

6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and 
the truth and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me. 7  If you 
really know me, you will know my Fa-
ther as well. From now on, you do know 
him and have seen him.”

8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Fa-
ther and that will be enough for us.”

Wisdom to Follow 35

    Wisdom to
Follow

Devotional Reading:  Proverbs 3:13-18

Background Scripture:  Proverbs 3:17; 8:32-36; John 14:1-14

While channel surfing I landed on a 
show that has become one of my favorites. 
It is about two men who travel around the 
country picking through other people’s 
stuff. They ask collectors for permission to 
hunt for secondhand treasures that might 
be tucked away in their basements, garag-
es, and yards.

When they find something that they 
think they could fix up and resell, they 
make an offer. Most of the time people 
have a difficult time letting go of their dear 
possessions, and these guys have to make 
a hard deal. They need to figure out what 
they have to pay to get the stuff and what 
it will cost to fix it up.

A lot of times these things are used for 
other than their original purposes. An old 
gas station sign will be touched up and 
used in a home’s recreation room to give 
it a kind of nostalgic feel. Or maybe a 
little toy car made of iron could become 
a paperweight in an executive’s office. The 
show calls this repurposing.

I’ve read where aluminum can be recy-
cled over and over again. What starts out 
as a soda can may become an airplane or 
machine part.

I got to thinking that if old broken stuff 
can be repurposed and aluminum can be 
crushed, melted, and made into something 
with a new purpose, maybe I can find new 
purpose and meaning for my life. 

Repurposing takes time. After the death 
of a loved one, a job loss, or a divorce, it 
will take time to find new meaning in life, 
but a new purpose can develop.

Jesus talked to a few men who were 
fishing and called them to become his 
disciples. Noah was told to build an ark 
in the middle of dry land. Moses was to 
lead the nation of Israel out of slavery to 

a promised land with a hardheaded Pha-
raoh, a sea, and a wilderness in between. 
Young David was to slay a giant and go 
from being a shepherd to a king. Saul the 
persecutor of Christians became Paul the 
apostle. We never know what new purpose 
God will have for a life.

Jesus came to repurpose everyone and 
everything. He told his disciples, “A new 
command I give you: Love one another. 
As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another” (John 13:34). This new com-
mandment reflects the new reality that Je-
sus’ death and resurrection will inaugurate 
a new covenant of grace.

Every day we are forgiven of our sins, 
and in that forgiveness we have new life. 
If we did not have that forgiveness and 
new life, our love would be coming from 
guilt and shame and bitterness and old 
bad habits and hurts. Jesus has come to 
remove all of what gets in the way of real 
love and give us the chance to live again in 
a new way.

Love takes on a new meaning and pur-
pose every day that we are in Christ. We 
are not to love like we did yesterday, and 
the love we have today will be different to-
morrow. Our love is different each day be-
cause every day God strengthens us with 
his love that is always overflowing.

Every time I get up from a chair, my 
knees remind me that I am not the same 
person I was a few years ago. If life is about 
anything, it is about accepting changes. 
Life is different now, and that is OK. I 
have the opportunity to bring in all the 
bad and good of my life and have it come 
together for new purposes. 

How have old events, attitudes, or trea-
sures that you have left behind shaped the 
person you are today?

 34 How to Repurpose Your Life

How to Repurpose Your Life
      by Thomas Engel
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John 14:1-14
1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. 

You believe in God; believe also in me. 
2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if 
that were not so, would I have told you 
that I am going there to prepare a place 
for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come back and take you to 
be with me that you also may be where 
I am. 4 You know the way to the place 
where I am going.”

5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t 
know where you are going, so how can 
we know the way?”

6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and 
the truth and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me. 7  If you 
really know me, you will know my Fa-
ther as well. From now on, you do know 
him and have seen him.”

8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Fa-
ther and that will be enough for us.”

9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, 
Philip, even after I have been among you 
such a long time? Anyone who has seen 
me has seen the Father. How can you say, 
‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe 
that I am in the Father, and that the Fa-
ther is in me? The words I say to you I do 
not speak on my own authority. Rather, 
it is the Father, living in me, who is do-
ing his work. 11 Believe me when I say 
that I am in the Father and the Father is 
in me; or at least believe on the evidence 
of the works themselves. 12 Very truly I 
tell you, whoever believes in me will do 
the works I have been doing, and they 
will do even greater things than these, 
because I am going to the Father. 13 And 
I will do whatever you ask in my name, 
so that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in 
my name, and I will do it.”

Wisdom to Follow 35

    Wisdom to
Follow

July 26
Lesson 8 (NIV)

Devotional Reading:  Proverbs 3:13-18

Background Scripture:  Proverbs 3:17; 8:32-36; John 14:1-14

a promised land with a hardheaded Pha-
raoh, a sea, and a wilderness in between. 
Young David was to slay a giant and go 
from being a shepherd to a king. Saul the 
persecutor of Christians became Paul the 
apostle. We never know what new purpose 
God will have for a life.

Jesus came to repurpose everyone and 
everything. He told his disciples, “A new 
command I give you: Love one another. 
As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another” (John 13:34). This new com-
mandment reflects the new reality that Je-
sus’ death and resurrection will inaugurate 
a new covenant of grace.

Every day we are forgiven of our sins, 
and in that forgiveness we have new life. 
If we did not have that forgiveness and 
new life, our love would be coming from 
guilt and shame and bitterness and old 
bad habits and hurts. Jesus has come to 
remove all of what gets in the way of real 
love and give us the chance to live again in 
a new way.

Love takes on a new meaning and pur-
pose every day that we are in Christ. We 
are not to love like we did yesterday, and 
the love we have today will be different to-
morrow. Our love is different each day be-
cause every day God strengthens us with 
his love that is always overflowing.

Every time I get up from a chair, my 
knees remind me that I am not the same 
person I was a few years ago. If life is about 
anything, it is about accepting changes. 
Life is different now, and that is OK. I 
have the opportunity to bring in all the 
bad and good of my life and have it come 
together for new purposes. 

How have old events, attitudes, or trea-
sures that you have left behind shaped the 
person you are today?

 34 How to Repurpose Your Life

Thought to Remember
To know the Son is to know the Father.

How to Repurpose Your Life
      by Thomas Engel
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The Way Introduced
14:1. When the disciples see events un-

fold that lead to Jesus’ death, their natural 
reaction will be to lose heart. Jesus antici-
pates this with a call to belief. 

The verb translated believe can be un-
derstood in at least two ways. “You believe 
in God and you believe in me” and “Since 
you believe in God, you must also believe in 
me.” Jesus is urging the disciples to exercise 
reliant trust in himself as a logical extension 
of trusting the Father.

Jesus is clearly defining faith in himself 
on the same level as faith in God. Jesus as-
serts that he is divine, that he is God.

2a. In the Old Testament, expressions 
about one’s house can refer to all the mem-
bers of a family or tribe; the word can also 
refer to the temple, the place where God’s 
people stand in his presence. Because God 
is enthroned in Heaven, we can understand 
God’s house to refer to Heaven as well.

The Father has planned for his people to 
live forever in his caring presence. Jesus’ as-
surance is that in God’s family and in God’s 
presence, there is a place for all his people.

Rooms translates a word that refers to 
a dwelling place. Jesus’ point here is that 
God has provided room for all members 
of his kingdom.

2b. In the trials that lie ahead, the disci-
ples will have to rely on God’s faithfulness. 
Jesus’  statement suggests that his prepar-
ing a place for the disciples is an important 
promise of God’s ongoing care. Every stage 
of Israel’s history has demonstrated God’s 
faithfulness. The greatest demonstration 
of God’s faithfulness, namely Jesus’ resur-
rection, is only a few days away.

3a. Jesus’ death and ascension are neces-
sary for him to prepare an eternal place for 
his followers. 

3b. Jesus’ pending departure will not be 
permanent. He leaves to act on their behalf 
and will come back to complete that work.

God’s aim throughout Scripture is that 
his people be where he is. Jesus takes on him-
self the divine role of the one to rescue and 
gather God’s people.

4. Based on Jesus’ ministry and teach-
ing, the disciples should understand who 
Jesus is and what is about to happen to 
him. They should realize that Heaven is 
both his origin and destination and that 
he must die in order that they might be 
admitted to their heavenly home. But 
“should understand” isn’t the reality.

The Way Revealed
5. When hearing Thomas’s name, most 

Christians probably think of him primar-
ily in terms of the unflattering designation 
Doubting Thomas.

But two other texts also reveal his char-
acter. One is John 11:16, where Thomas 
speaks with great courage. The other is the 
verse before us, where he reveals that he 
does not understand Jesus’ teaching. Jesus’ 
disciples constantly struggle to understand 
his teaching. Thomas won’t completely 
grasp things until he sees the risen Lord.

6a. Jesus answers Thomas with what is 
now one of the most well-known sayings 
of Jesus in the New Testament.

6b. The word way translates an ordinary 
word that commonly refers to a pathway. 
This can be either a physical one or a figu-
rative one. Jesus describes himself in terms 
of the latter.

6c. God is the source of all that is true. 
Those who worship God must do so in 
truth (John 4:24). In Jesus the truth of 
God is supremely manifest (1:1-5, 14). 
There is no better or higher truth than he. 
All that is true comes to its focus in him.
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6d. As God is the source of all that lives, 
so God’s life is fully in Jesus. To belong 
to Jesus is to have life, the life of eternity 
that transforms the present and the never-
ending future. To be apart from Jesus is to 
be separated from life, as our first parents 
were separated from Eden’s tree of life 
in their sin. There are not many ways to 
God—only one, and Jesus is that one.

7a. Having followed Jesus throughout 
his ministry, the disciples believe that they 
know him. But in knowing him, they ought 
to know his Father as well. The Father is the 
one of whom Jesus has taught, whom he has 
served, to whom he has prayed, with whom 
he is fully united. But Thomas’s words had 
revealed a lack of understanding.

7b. The rebuke gives way to a promise, 
however. From now on, the disciples do 
indeed know the Father. Jesus’ resurrection 
will enable them to realize this even more 
fully. Seeing Jesus, they see God the Son, 
who is completely one with God the Fa-
ther. Hearing this discourse of Jesus will 
enable the disciples to reach a new realiza-
tion about the Father and the Son follow-
ing resurrection morning.

The Way Explained
8. Prompted by Jesus’ words about the 

Father, Philip expresses both a longing to 
see God and a failure to understand Jesus’ 
teaching.

9. Jesus points out to Philip what he has 
missed throughout Jesus’ ministry: that 
Jesus is in complete unity with God the 
Father. God is one, so to see God the Son 
is to see God the Father. The Son and the 
Father share the same divine nature.

This realization has led Christians who 
have reflected on the gospel to formulate 
an understanding of God called the Trin-
ity. There is but one God. But the Father 
and the Son are distinct divine persons, 
and the Holy Spirit is also. God is one in 
nature but three in persons, giving and 

Wisdom to Follow 37

Key Verse
Jesus answered, “I am the way and 
the truth and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me.”
  —John 14:6
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3a. Jesus’ death and ascension are neces-
sary for him to prepare an eternal place for 
his followers. 

3b. Jesus’ pending departure will not be 
permanent. He leaves to act on their behalf 
and will come back to complete that work.

God’s aim throughout Scripture is that 
his people be where he is. Jesus takes on him-
self the divine role of the one to rescue and 
gather God’s people.

4. Based on Jesus’ ministry and teach-
ing, the disciples should understand who 
Jesus is and what is about to happen to 
him. They should realize that Heaven is 
both his origin and destination and that 
he must die in order that they might be 
admitted to their heavenly home. But 
“should understand” isn’t the reality.

The Way Revealed
5. When hearing Thomas’s name, most 

Christians probably think of him primar-
ily in terms of the unflattering designation 
Doubting Thomas.

But two other texts also reveal his char-
acter. One is John 11:16, where Thomas 
speaks with great courage. The other is the 
verse before us, where he reveals that he 
does not understand Jesus’ teaching. Jesus’ 
disciples constantly struggle to understand 
his teaching. Thomas won’t completely 
grasp things until he sees the risen Lord.

6a. Jesus answers Thomas with what is 
now one of the most well-known sayings 
of Jesus in the New Testament.

6b. The word way translates an ordinary 
word that commonly refers to a pathway. 
This can be either a physical one or a figu-
rative one. Jesus describes himself in terms 
of the latter.

6c. God is the source of all that is true. 
Those who worship God must do so in 
truth (John 4:24). In Jesus the truth of 
God is supremely manifest (1:1-5, 14). 
There is no better or higher truth than he. 
All that is true comes to its focus in him.
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6d. As God is the source of all that lives, 
so God’s life is fully in Jesus. To belong 
to Jesus is to have life, the life of eternity 
that transforms the present and the never-
ending future. To be apart from Jesus is to 
be separated from life, as our first parents 
were separated from Eden’s tree of life 
in their sin. There are not many ways to 
God—only one, and Jesus is that one.

7a. Having followed Jesus throughout 
his ministry, the disciples believe that they 
know him. But in knowing him, they ought 
to know his Father as well. The Father is the 
one of whom Jesus has taught, whom he has 
served, to whom he has prayed, with whom 
he is fully united. But Thomas’s words had 
revealed a lack of understanding.

7b. The rebuke gives way to a promise, 
however. From now on, the disciples do 
indeed know the Father. Jesus’ resurrection 
will enable them to realize this even more 
fully. Seeing Jesus, they see God the Son, 
who is completely one with God the Fa-
ther. Hearing this discourse of Jesus will 
enable the disciples to reach a new realiza-
tion about the Father and the Son follow-
ing resurrection morning.

The Way Explained
8. Prompted by Jesus’ words about the 

Father, Philip expresses both a longing to 
see God and a failure to understand Jesus’ 
teaching.

9. Jesus points out to Philip what he has 
missed throughout Jesus’ ministry: that 
Jesus is in complete unity with God the 
Father. God is one, so to see God the Son 
is to see God the Father. The Son and the 
Father share the same divine nature.

This realization has led Christians who 
have reflected on the gospel to formulate 
an understanding of God called the Trin-
ity. There is but one God. But the Father 
and the Son are distinct divine persons, 
and the Holy Spirit is also. God is one in 
nature but three in persons, giving and 

receiving perfect love without beginning 
or end. God is unlike any created being. 
Only he is both one and three in this way.

10a. Jesus’ question is for all the dis-
ciples to answer. He asks in such a way 
that expects an affirmative response. Ev-
erything that the disciples have heard and 
witnessed demonstrates the utter unity of 
God the Father and Jesus the Son (John 
10:37, 38). Jesus fulfills the will of God. 

10b. The work to which Jesus refers in-
cludes miracles. These are from the Father. 

11a. The disciples have followed Jesus as 
their master. They should put their confi-
dence in him now, even when he challenges 
their very ideas of who God is.

11b. Jesus’ claims regarding his identity 
are proven by his mighty works (John 5:36; 
10:38). The disciples have witnessed deeds 
that God alone can do. They can rely on 
what those reveal about Jesus’ unity with 
the Father.

12. Very truly signals the beginning of 
an important assertion. The challenge Je-
sus presents is for the disciples to imagine 
that what he has done will be surpassed by 
their own works.

Jesus’ work is the decisive inauguration 
of God’s kingdom. But that work contin-
ues and grows in Jesus’ followers. Empow-
ered by the Holy Spirit, the disciples are to 
share the good news in doing Jesus’ work. 
By faith in their Lord, they will be able to 
see how God is fulfilling through them his 
promise to gather a people to himself.

13, 14. The followers of Jesus accomplish 
even greater things because they are em-
powered by their Lord, by the Spirit, and 
in answer to their prayers. To ask in Jesus’ 
name is that we ask while believing that he 
has the divine authority to answer; but we 
are also submitting to his will and purpose. 
Jesus gives the assurance that whatever we 
need to do his work, he will supply. By 
this means the Father will be glorified as the 
world sees and hears who the Father truly is.

Wisdom to Follow 37
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James 1:1-11
1 James, a servant of God and of the 

Lord Jesus Christ,
To the twelve tribes scattered among 

the nations:
Greetings.
2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and 

sisters, whenever you face trials of many 
kinds, 3 because you know that the test-
ing of your faith produces perseverance. 
4 Let perseverance finish its work so that 
you may be mature and complete, not 
lacking anything. 5  If any of you lacks 
wisdom, you should ask God, who gives 
generously to all without finding fault, 
and it will be given to you. 6 But when 
you ask, you must believe and not doubt, 

Faith and Wisdom 39

    Faith and
Wisdom

Devotional Reading:  Isaiah 40:1-8

Background Scripture:  James 1:1-11

 38 July 26

Involvement Learning
      Wisdom to Follow

Into the Lesson

We live in a world where we constantly 
encounter someone saying, “trust me.” 
Today’s lesson will consider Jesus’ invita-
tion to do just that.

Into the Word
Read John 14:1-4. 
What difference does it make that Jesus 

was speaking privately to his disciples and 
not at this time to large crowds—the social 
media of his day?
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Create an “about me” profile for both 
disciples. 

Thomas Group consider John 14:5-7. 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Philip Group consider John 14:8-11.
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

How important is today’s text in estab-
lishing both disciple’s profiles relative to 
all the other texts about them?
1–Unimportant ___ 10–Vitally Important

Read John 14:12-14 as a class. In what 
ways do these verses respond to the ques-
tions Philip and Thomas had for Jesus?
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Give examples of what the “greater 
things” might be.
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Into Life
Suppose that tomorrow you had a pri-

vate heartfelt discussion in the morning 
with someone regarding John 14:1-4. 
Then that afternoon you posted the text 
of those four verses onto a social media 
update stream. Which witness is likely to 
yield better results?
____________________________________

Facebook
YouTube

Instagram
Twitter

Pinterest                 LinkedIn
Tumblr
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James 1:1-11
1 James, a servant of God and of the 

Lord Jesus Christ,
To the twelve tribes scattered among 

the nations:
Greetings.
2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and 

sisters, whenever you face trials of many 
kinds, 3 because you know that the test-
ing of your faith produces perseverance. 
4 Let perseverance finish its work so that 
you may be mature and complete, not 
lacking anything. 5  If any of you lacks 
wisdom, you should ask God, who gives 
generously to all without finding fault, 
and it will be given to you. 6 But when 
you ask, you must believe and not doubt, 

because the one who doubts is like a 
wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the 
wind. 7 That person should not expect to 
receive anything from the Lord. 8 Such a 
person is double-minded and unstable in 
all they do.

9  Believers in humble circumstances 
ought to take pride in their high posi-
tion. 10 But the rich should take pride in 
their humiliation—since they will pass 
away like a wild flower. 11  For the sun 
rises with scorching heat and withers the 
plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is 
destroyed. In the same way, the rich will 
fade away even while they go about their 
business.

Faith and Wisdom 39

    Faith and
Wisdom

August 2
Lesson 9 (NIV)

Devotional Reading:  Isaiah 40:1-8

Background Scripture:  James 1:1-11

 38 July 26

Philip Group consider John 14:8-11.
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

How important is today’s text in estab-
lishing both disciple’s profiles relative to 
all the other texts about them?
1–Unimportant ___ 10–Vitally Important

Read John 14:12-14 as a class. In what 
ways do these verses respond to the ques-
tions Philip and Thomas had for Jesus?
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Give examples of what the “greater 
things” might be.
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Into Life
Suppose that tomorrow you had a pri-

vate heartfelt discussion in the morning 
with someone regarding John 14:1-4. 
Then that afternoon you posted the text 
of those four verses onto a social media 
update stream. Which witness is likely to 
yield better results?
____________________________________

Photo: gustavofrazao / iStock / Thinkstock
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Enduring Trials
1:1a. We might wonder why James does 

not refer to himself as the Lord’s brother. 
Among considerations, his addressees al-
ready know who he is. More importantly, 
by omitting his familial relationship with 
the Lord, James may be deliberately refrain-
ing from leveraging that status for power.

He calls himself a servant of God and of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. James is not shying 
away from the authority that comes with 
his role as a leader in the Jerusalem church. 
Instead, he is laying claim to an ancient 
means of expressing his authority to speak 
on behalf of God.

1b. There has been debate regarding the 
identity of the recipients of James’s letter. 
We wonder if the addressees are to be un-
derstood literally or figuratively. Given the 
presence of significant Old Testament im-
agery, it seems best to understand the ad-
dressees in the straightforward fashion.

James is therefore writing to ethnic Jews 
who have accepted Jesus as Messiah. They 
are scattered in communities around the 
Mediterranean, outside Judea. 

2. The imperative verb consider implies 
a thoughtfulness that not only looks at a 
situation but through it to its potential re-
sult. Whenever you face is the condition for 
James’s exhortation to consider it pure joy. 
James assumes that his readers will all be 
tested in some way. The only question is 
how to respond when the time comes. Face 
implies a sudden, unexpected encounter, as 
the word being translated is “attacked” in 
Luke 10:30 and “struck” in Acts 27:41.

The trials Christians face are not all one  
 

kind—Satan likes to change it up, offering 
a variety of unholy shortcuts. 

The concept of facing trials or trying 
times is related to the idea of undergoing 
temptations. The advice James gives might 
initially seem counterintuitive; for most of 
us, our first reaction when undergoing tri-
als is to do the opposite of rejoicing! 

3. James wants his readers to realize that 
there is a bigger picture than the troubles 
they face in the moment. That bigger pic-
ture is a goal toward which all their suffering 
should point: the increase of perseverance. 

The perseverance James advocates is ac-
tive and confident. This includes continu-
ing to do the right thing at the right time. 
This kind of perseverance continues to act 
in love in the face of opposition.

Trials in and of themselves do not result 
in spiritual maturity. Rather, insofar as tri-
als call forth perseverance on our part, it 
is that very perseverance that will result in 
what James discusses next.

4. Here is the desired result of exercis-
ing the perseverance just discussed. The fact 
that James wants his readers to be mature 
and complete is troubling to some since 
there was only one perfect person: Jesus.

This problem has drawn at least two sug-
gestions. One is that the maturity James has 
in mind is something that he sees as attain-
able. He clearly doesn’t think of maturity 
as sinlessness. This leaves maturity to be 
understood as consistent, habitual behavior 
rather than as a status to be obtained. In 
other words, the one who is mature is the 
one who consistently strives to overcome 
sinful behaviors and attitudes. 

A second proposal takes into account 
that Jesus said something similar in Mat-
thew 5:48 (where the same Greek word is 
translated “perfect”). But Jesus went fur-
ther by stating that the perfection of the 
Father is the goal. Thus the proposal is 
that although we know that it’s not pos-
sible for us to be perfect in this earthly 
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life, that doesn’t mean the standard should 
be lowered. The Father’s perfection is our 
continuing standard.

Seeking Wisdom
5. The focus of James’s exhortation 

shifts from trials to wisdom. Wisdom is 
needed in order to come through the tri-
als of life in a way that leads to spiritual 
maturity. This wisdom is, above all, divine 
wisdom— wisdom that comes from God.

This exhortation reminds James’s read-
ers of the centrality of prayer. Request is 
a part of prayer; it acknowledges our lack 
and our dependence on God to supply the 
need. It also acknowledges God’s nature: 
he is generous to all. More than that, he 
wants to grace us all with his gifts.

6. As important as it is to ask, it is criti-
cal to do so while believing and not doubt-
ing. James’s readers may well find them-
selves struggling to trust God because of 
what they suffer. 

James illustrates the danger of doubt by 
comparing a doubter to a wave of the sea, 
blown and tossed by the wind. The lack of 
stability depicted is not the characteristic of 
a wise person! Nor is it associated with God, 
who can be trusted in all circumstances. 

7, 8. The Old Testament contrasts those 
having an “undivided loyalty” or practic-
ing “deception” with those who display 
singleness of heart. To act with the “all” 
your “heart” is to act with unity of pur-
pose, with absolute devotion to God. 

All of this is in the background of the 
term double-minded. Such a person is un-
stable because of conflicted loyalties. He or 
she tries to serve both God and the world 
simultaneously and ends up doing neither 
very well. James’s readers, who are endur-

Faith and Wisdom 41

Key Verse
If any of you lacks wisdom, you 
should ask God, who gives gen-
erously to all without finding fault, 
and it will be given to you. 

—James 1:5
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kind—Satan likes to change it up, offering 
a variety of unholy shortcuts. 

The concept of facing trials or trying 
times is related to the idea of undergoing 
temptations. The advice James gives might 
initially seem counterintuitive; for most of 
us, our first reaction when undergoing tri-
als is to do the opposite of rejoicing! 

3. James wants his readers to realize that 
there is a bigger picture than the troubles 
they face in the moment. That bigger pic-
ture is a goal toward which all their suffering 
should point: the increase of perseverance. 

The perseverance James advocates is ac-
tive and confident. This includes continu-
ing to do the right thing at the right time. 
This kind of perseverance continues to act 
in love in the face of opposition.

Trials in and of themselves do not result 
in spiritual maturity. Rather, insofar as tri-
als call forth perseverance on our part, it 
is that very perseverance that will result in 
what James discusses next.

4. Here is the desired result of exercis-
ing the perseverance just discussed. The fact 
that James wants his readers to be mature 
and complete is troubling to some since 
there was only one perfect person: Jesus.

This problem has drawn at least two sug-
gestions. One is that the maturity James has 
in mind is something that he sees as attain-
able. He clearly doesn’t think of maturity 
as sinlessness. This leaves maturity to be 
understood as consistent, habitual behavior 
rather than as a status to be obtained. In 
other words, the one who is mature is the 
one who consistently strives to overcome 
sinful behaviors and attitudes. 

A second proposal takes into account 
that Jesus said something similar in Mat-
thew 5:48 (where the same Greek word is 
translated “perfect”). But Jesus went fur-
ther by stating that the perfection of the 
Father is the goal. Thus the proposal is 
that although we know that it’s not pos-
sible for us to be perfect in this earthly 
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life, that doesn’t mean the standard should 
be lowered. The Father’s perfection is our 
continuing standard.

Seeking Wisdom
5. The focus of James’s exhortation 

shifts from trials to wisdom. Wisdom is 
needed in order to come through the tri-
als of life in a way that leads to spiritual 
maturity. This wisdom is, above all, divine 
wisdom— wisdom that comes from God.

This exhortation reminds James’s read-
ers of the centrality of prayer. Request is 
a part of prayer; it acknowledges our lack 
and our dependence on God to supply the 
need. It also acknowledges God’s nature: 
he is generous to all. More than that, he 
wants to grace us all with his gifts.

6. As important as it is to ask, it is criti-
cal to do so while believing and not doubt-
ing. James’s readers may well find them-
selves struggling to trust God because of 
what they suffer. 

James illustrates the danger of doubt by 
comparing a doubter to a wave of the sea, 
blown and tossed by the wind. The lack of 
stability depicted is not the characteristic of 
a wise person! Nor is it associated with God, 
who can be trusted in all circumstances. 

7, 8. The Old Testament contrasts those 
having an “undivided loyalty” or practic-
ing “deception” with those who display 
singleness of heart. To act with the “all” 
your “heart” is to act with unity of pur-
pose, with absolute devotion to God. 

All of this is in the background of the 
term double-minded. Such a person is un-
stable because of conflicted loyalties. He or 
she tries to serve both God and the world 
simultaneously and ends up doing neither 
very well. James’s readers, who are endur-

ing trials and persecution for their faith, 
face an acute temptation to try simulta-
neously to serve God and to conform to 
what the world asks of them. James em-
phasizes that this is ultimately impossible.

Handling Wealth
9. Economic concerns are a central part 

of James’s message in this letter. 
Believers in humble circumstances are not 

merely sad. They are poor. The poor are to 
take pride in their high position. There is a 
goal, or an end, to the experience of pov-
erty: it can be a transformative experience 
that draws them closer to God.

10a. In direct contrast to the poor man 
who rejoices in an upturn of his fortunes, 
the rich are to take pride in their humilia-
tion. But who are the rich? Is James speak-
ing of a believer or a nonbeliever?

The rich are those who mistreat the 
poor and oppress them. For such a man to 
be humiliated entails judgment, of being 
thrown down from his position of power.

Even so, there is a note of redemption 
here. The rich man who decides to come 
to God can very well rejoice in being made 
low—that is, in taking on the humil-
ity of a follower of Christ. But as James’s 
language suggests, it is much more likely 
that the arrogant rich with whom James’s 
readers have to deal will ultimately face the 
judgment of God for their actions.

10b. James draws on very familiar Old 
Testament language of judgment to speak 
of the fate of the rich. 

The fact that the rich will fade away even 
while they go about their business indicates 
that the entirety of a selfishly lavish life-
style will come under the withering judg-
ment of God.

Faith and Wisdom 41

Thought to Remember
In every aspect of life, God invites us to seek his wisdom.
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James 1:19-27
19 My dear brothers and sisters, take 

note of this: Everyone should be quick 
to listen, slow to speak and slow to be-
come angry, 20 because human anger does 
not produce the righteousness that God 
desires. 21 Therefore, get rid of all moral 
filth and the evil that is so prevalent and 
humbly accept the word planted in you, 
which can save you.

22 Do not merely listen to the word, 
and so deceive yourselves. Do what it 
says. 23 Anyone who listens to the word 
but does not do what it says is like 
someone who looks at his face in a mir-

Hearing and Doing 43

    Hearing and
Doing

Devotional Reading:  1 Corinthians 1:26-31

Background Scripture:  James 1:19-27

 42 August 2

Involvement Learning
      Faith and Wisdom

Into the Lesson

_____ 1–Most of the truly wise people I 
know are older and more experienced 
than I am.

_____ 2–Satan uses tough times to push us 
away from God.

_____ 3–It’s easy to condemn the wealthy, 
but it’s difficult not to yearn for finan-
cial security.

_____ 4–The lives of some smart people 
show how foolish they can be.

_____ 5–I’ve seen how terrible problems 
or  devastating disappointments have 
brought some people closer to God.

_____ 6–Poverty in our community would 
be eradicated if poor people simply 
became practicing Christians.

_____ 7–Wisdom is difficult to achieve, 
but it’s possible for those who will 
study and work at it.

_____ 8–In difficult times, it’s natural to 
wonder whether God has abandoned 
us.

_____ 9–Poverty is a scourge of Satan; 
God’s favor is usually accompanied by 
material blessing.

Each statement reflects a concern ad-
dressed by the book of James, both in this 
week’s passage and throughout the book.

Into the Word
What do you know about the author 

of the book of James? 

What do you know about the book 
that bears his name? 

Today’s study introduces us to three 
major themes in the book of James: Wis-
dom, Trials, and Poverty. Read James 
1:1-11, and make note of instructions 
on the three themes.

Make a list of teachings on the as-
signed themes, with verse references.

Wisdom:  ________________________ 
______________________________

Trials:  ___________________________ 
______________________________

Poverty:  _________________________ 
______________________________

In what ways does being double-
minded hinder the Christian’s ability to 
obey the teaching of today’s text?
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Into Life
Write a prayer that requests God’s wis-

dom in a specific area. The prayer should 
also confess the sin of double-mindedness 
that hinders receiving wisdom in that area.
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Do you agree or disagree 
with the following 

statements?
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James 1:19-27
19 My dear brothers and sisters, take 

note of this: Everyone should be quick 
to listen, slow to speak and slow to be-
come angry, 20 because human anger does 
not produce the righteousness that God 
desires. 21 Therefore, get rid of all moral 
filth and the evil that is so prevalent and 
humbly accept the word planted in you, 
which can save you.

22 Do not merely listen to the word, 
and so deceive yourselves. Do what it 
says. 23 Anyone who listens to the word 
but does not do what it says is like 
someone who looks at his face in a mir-

ror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes 
away and immediately forgets what he 
looks like. 25 But whoever looks intently 
into the perfect law that gives freedom, 
and continues in it — not forgetting what 
they have heard, but doing it — they will 
be blessed in what they do.

26 Those who consider themselves re-
ligious and yet do not keep a tight rein 
on their tongues deceive themselves, and 
their religion is worthless. 27 Religion that 
God our Father accepts as pure and fault-
less is this: to look after orphans and wid-
ows in their distress and to keep oneself 
from being polluted by the world.

Hearing and Doing 43

    Hearing and
Doing

August 9
Lesson 10 (NIV)

Devotional Reading:  1 Corinthians 1:26-31

Background Scripture:  James 1:19-27

 42 August 2

Into the Word
What do you know about the author 

of the book of James? 

What do you know about the book 
that bears his name? 

Today’s study introduces us to three 
major themes in the book of James: Wis-
dom, Trials, and Poverty. Read James 
1:1-11, and make note of instructions 
on the three themes.

Make a list of teachings on the as-
signed themes, with verse references.

Wisdom:  ________________________ 
______________________________

Trials:  ___________________________ 
______________________________

Poverty:  _________________________ 
______________________________

In what ways does being double-
minded hinder the Christian’s ability to 
obey the teaching of today’s text?
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Into Life
Write a prayer that requests God’s wis-

dom in a specific area. The prayer should 
also confess the sin of double-mindedness 
that hinders receiving wisdom in that area.
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Photo: Franck-Boston / iStock] / Thinkstock

Thought to Remember
Faithful actions must accompany faithful speech.
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Faithful Speech
1:19. James has just reminded his readers 

that they are called to be “a kind of first-
fruits of all [God] created” (James 1:18).

The three commands in the verse before 
us are straightforward. Quick to listen, slow 
to speak and slow to become angry is not so 
much about casual conversation . It is about 
how they should conduct themselves in ver-
bal interactions that hold the potential to 
become aggressively confrontational.

20. Human anger is a reference especially 
to our tendency to lash out. Anger that 
results in rashly violent behavior or hasty 
speech cannot bring about God’s desired 
righteousness, justice, or salvation. This is a 
call to the right kind of speech and action: 
wise, patient, and discerning.

21a. James’s readers know how to com-
municate, and they know on some level 
that their anger works contrary to God’s 
desires and plans. But where do they begin 
the cure? The word therefore in the verse 
before us introduces the solution.

The phrase all moral filth casts a wide 
net, as does the phrase the evil that is so 
prevalent. Evil in a believer’s life is not to 
be tolerated.

21b. It’s not enough merely to get rid of 
the bad; it must be replaced with the good. 
The agricultural imagery in the verse be-
fore us refers to the action of God in the 
heart of the believer. The phrase the word 
planted in you seems to be synonymous 
with other terms in the surrounding text.

We cannot be fully certain, but it seems 
that James envisions a close, almost insepa-
rable, relationship between the word and 
the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:13). The hu-
mility with which it is to be received refers 
not to timidity or weakness, but to restraint.

These believers need the humility that 
grows out of wisdom and obedience to the 
Word.

Faithful Action
22. There are two kinds of hearing in 

the Bible. There is the hearing that under-
stands and leads to obedience, and there is 
the hearing that goes in one ear and out the 
other. The Scriptures make a distinction 
between “hearing only” and “hearing and 
doing.”

The engrafted Word of God will yield 
fruit in changed behavior (Matthew 7:15-
20). Our actions are the best indicators of 
the reality of our hearts.

Those who fail to act deceive themselves. 
The reality of such self-deception is found 
in Scripture repeatedly. 

23. James now describes the self-
deception of the person who does not 
act on the Word of God. In the world of 
the New Testament, people were just as 
concerned about their appearance as we 
are today. So mirrors were common. These 
ancient mirrors allowed people to check 
their appearance.

Of course, the purpose of looking in a 
mirror is to be able to do just that. That is 
the situation James is describing: one who 
is examining his face—that is, the person’s 
physical face—is doing so to get a close, 
deliberate look. The person takes note of 
the image in order to make adjustments to 
improve his or her appearance.

24. Looking in the mirror involves be-
ing honest about how we look and then 
remembering as a reference point for the 
next time we look in that mirror. How 
foolish to go away from the mirror and 
remember something false.

So it is with the person who hears God’s 
Word and does not put it into practice. 
God’s Word reveals our true selves. Not 
putting the Word into practice is akin to 
the foolish self-deception of looking in a 
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mirror and pretending our real appearance 
is different. 

25. James presses his analogy of God’s 
Word as a mirror that reveals one’s true 
self. God’s Word in all its parts is the sure 
and only guide to right understanding 
and right living. Although James’s readers 
do not have the full New Testament, they 
recognize that Jesus came in fulfillment of 
God’s Word. He is the climax of God’s all-
important instruction of his people.

James affirms that God’s law gives free-
dom. The God who gave freedom to the Is-
raelite slaves (Exodus 20:2) is the God who 
gives the commandments that instruct his 
people in the way of true freedom.

To enjoy this freedom, we have to do 
with God’s Word what the wise person 
does with a mirror: pay attention to what 
it reveals and live accordingly. It is a mat-
ter of hearing and doing, not forgetting. 
What God’s Word reveals about us may 
not be pleasant, but it is true. God’s Word 
gives the answer to what it reveals about 
us, the solution to our essential problem.

So James says that the person who ac-
knowledges what God’s Word reveals and 
acts on the Word is the one who will be 
blessed. This is the way to receive God’s fa-
vor, to experience life as God designed it to 
be experienced.

Faithful Religion
26. James moves to address what that 

work entails. The Greek noun behind this 
word religious is found in only two other 
places in the New Testament: Acts 26:5 
and, translated “worship,” Colossians 2:18.  

Ponder the phenomenon that has emerged 
in recent years of people who describe them-
selves as “spiritual but not religious.” The 
misdeeds of world religions have justified for 
these people not affiliating themselves with 
any particular faith tradition.

For James, religion can be true or it can 
be worthless. For the occasion of this letter, a 

Hearing and Doing 45

Key Verse
Do not merely listen to the word, 
and so deceive yourselves. Do what 
it says. —James 1:22
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These believers need the humility that 
grows out of wisdom and obedience to the 
Word.

Faithful Action
22. There are two kinds of hearing in 

the Bible. There is the hearing that under-
stands and leads to obedience, and there is 
the hearing that goes in one ear and out the 
other. The Scriptures make a distinction 
between “hearing only” and “hearing and 
doing.”

The engrafted Word of God will yield 
fruit in changed behavior (Matthew 7:15-
20). Our actions are the best indicators of 
the reality of our hearts.

Those who fail to act deceive themselves. 
The reality of such self-deception is found 
in Scripture repeatedly. 

23. James now describes the self-
deception of the person who does not 
act on the Word of God. In the world of 
the New Testament, people were just as 
concerned about their appearance as we 
are today. So mirrors were common. These 
ancient mirrors allowed people to check 
their appearance.

Of course, the purpose of looking in a 
mirror is to be able to do just that. That is 
the situation James is describing: one who 
is examining his face—that is, the person’s 
physical face—is doing so to get a close, 
deliberate look. The person takes note of 
the image in order to make adjustments to 
improve his or her appearance.

24. Looking in the mirror involves be-
ing honest about how we look and then 
remembering as a reference point for the 
next time we look in that mirror. How 
foolish to go away from the mirror and 
remember something false.

So it is with the person who hears God’s 
Word and does not put it into practice. 
God’s Word reveals our true selves. Not 
putting the Word into practice is akin to 
the foolish self-deception of looking in a 
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mirror and pretending our real appearance 
is different. 

25. James presses his analogy of God’s 
Word as a mirror that reveals one’s true 
self. God’s Word in all its parts is the sure 
and only guide to right understanding 
and right living. Although James’s readers 
do not have the full New Testament, they 
recognize that Jesus came in fulfillment of 
God’s Word. He is the climax of God’s all-
important instruction of his people.

James affirms that God’s law gives free-
dom. The God who gave freedom to the Is-
raelite slaves (Exodus 20:2) is the God who 
gives the commandments that instruct his 
people in the way of true freedom.

To enjoy this freedom, we have to do 
with God’s Word what the wise person 
does with a mirror: pay attention to what 
it reveals and live accordingly. It is a mat-
ter of hearing and doing, not forgetting. 
What God’s Word reveals about us may 
not be pleasant, but it is true. God’s Word 
gives the answer to what it reveals about 
us, the solution to our essential problem.

So James says that the person who ac-
knowledges what God’s Word reveals and 
acts on the Word is the one who will be 
blessed. This is the way to receive God’s fa-
vor, to experience life as God designed it to 
be experienced.

Faithful Religion
26. James moves to address what that 

work entails. The Greek noun behind this 
word religious is found in only two other 
places in the New Testament: Acts 26:5 
and, translated “worship,” Colossians 2:18.  

Ponder the phenomenon that has emerged 
in recent years of people who describe them-
selves as “spiritual but not religious.” The 
misdeeds of world religions have justified for 
these people not affiliating themselves with 
any particular faith tradition.

For James, religion can be true or it can 
be worthless. For the occasion of this letter, a 

critical determinant of one’s religion is one’s 
ability and willingness to bridle the tongue. 
To control one’s tongue is necessary for 
one’s religion to be valid religion, but such 
control is not sufficient in and of itself.

27. The distinction between religion 
that is pure and religion that is worthless 
is defined by the contents of each. James 
underlines that content as including a se-
ries of actions.

To look after involves knowing a situation 
well enough to recognize what constitutes 
appropriate aid and doing so. Orphans 
and widows are frequently mentioned to-
gether as two of the most vulnerable people 
groups. God is their best and only hope for 
help in their state of helplessness, but often 
he expects his work to be done through 
our hands. Those who know the true God 
will reflect that fact in their response to the 
needs of the most vulnerable.

James’s example of the orphans and wid-
ows might envision a situation in which a 
deceased father leaves behind a wife and 
one or more children who need the care 
of the Christian community. The phrase 
in their distress likely envisions financial 
problems in addition to the grief that ac-
companies the loss of a loved one.

Another point here is James’s link be-
tween social and personal holiness. The 
definition of pure religion for James is two-
fold: caring for others and keeping oneself 
from being polluted by the world. Each is 
necessary, but neither is sufficient by itself.

It is important to emphasize this to en-
sure that we do not separate the two or 
elevate one over the other. Stop and try to 
imagine a person who excels at helping the 
poor, but whose personal life is a shamble 
of unholiness; then compare that person 
to 1 Peter 1:13-16. Flipped around, imag-
ine a person who focuses only on personal 
piety, ignoring the needy around him. The 
condemnation of Mark 12:38-40 may 
very well await that individual.
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Be Still 47

I doubt that I’m alone in occasionally 
feeling like a mouse on a wheel, run-
ning as fast as I can but getting nowhere. 
Much of my busyness relates to family, 
church, friends, and work, all meaning-
ful activities. Nevertheless, they cause  
fatigue—mental, physical, emotional, 
and spiritual. 

Keeping Up with Daily 
Demands 

The minute I wake (and occasionally 
in the middle of the night), thoughts 
start tumbling. I make lists, categorize, 
and prioritize. I plan and dream. I think 
I have it all together. Then reality hits.

Anyone part of a large extended fam-
ily can identify with the crazy ups and 
downs that occur at a moment’s notice. 
Relatives get sick, need transportation, 
have relationship issues, or simply want 
to talk. For several years my husband 
faced a deluge of health issues. Although 
significantly reduced at present, a few 
challenges remain. Scheduling appoint-
ments, filing and re-filing insurance 
forms, exercising, and preparing nutri-
tious meals all come with maintaining 
his health. The joy of strong family ties 
never stops. Neither does the responsi-
bility.
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Involvement Learning
      Hearing and Doing

Into the Lesson

Unscramble the three sentences above. 
Then share illustrations of how you’ve 
seen the truth of one or more of the sen-
tences. 

Today’s text is just one example of how 
the book of James is about combining 
action with our faith.

Into Life
For each item in the first two columns 

of your completed chart, discuss and 
note specific steps to take to act on the 
biblical commands. 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Share your action plan with the class 
or a partner.

begins knowledge end doesn’t Obedience 
with there but

person action is seen not a The character 
best of words in

do you something is Love

do These Avoid These reAsons Why

Into the Word
Read James 1:19-27 aloud, listening for phrases to enter under the headings.

Be Still
      by Diana Derringer

I listen to the quiet,
with God in its midst.
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Be Still 47

I doubt that I’m alone in occasionally 
feeling like a mouse on a wheel, run-
ning as fast as I can but getting nowhere. 
Much of my busyness relates to family, 
church, friends, and work, all meaning-
ful activities. Nevertheless, they cause  
fatigue—mental, physical, emotional, 
and spiritual. 

Keeping Up with Daily 
Demands 

The minute I wake (and occasionally 
in the middle of the night), thoughts 
start tumbling. I make lists, categorize, 
and prioritize. I plan and dream. I think 
I have it all together. Then reality hits.

Anyone part of a large extended fam-
ily can identify with the crazy ups and 
downs that occur at a moment’s notice. 
Relatives get sick, need transportation, 
have relationship issues, or simply want 
to talk. For several years my husband 
faced a deluge of health issues. Although 
significantly reduced at present, a few 
challenges remain. Scheduling appoint-
ments, filing and re-filing insurance 
forms, exercising, and preparing nutri-
tious meals all come with maintaining 
his health. The joy of strong family ties 
never stops. Neither does the responsi-
bility.

Friends and church members also 
need support, or they reach out to offer 
support. Maintaining contact, helping 
during crises, meeting for meals, or plan-
ning activities keep relationships strong 
but require a regular investment of time 
and energy.

Teaching a middle-school Sunday 
morning Bible study involves hours of 
preparation and ongoing out-of-class 
contact. Planning for, going on, or sup-
porting others on volunteer mission trips 
offers simultaneous uplift and heart-
break. It also demands a tremendous 
investment of time—time well spent, 
but another chunk of time nonetheless. 
Serving as American mom to interna-
tional university students fills my heart 
like nothing I’ve ever done. Our home 
has welcomed from one to 39 students at 
a time, so this adventure requires cook-
ing and parenting like I’ve never done. 
We also maintain contact with many of 
those students when they return home 
or move elsewhere. E-mail, snail mail, 
phone calls, texts, and the ever-changing 
means of maintaining contact have be-
come our norm. 

In spite of using several time-saving 
tools, some nights I fall into bed exhaust-
ed, with my mind still spinning. How 
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Into Life
For each item in the first two columns 

of your completed chart, discuss and 
note specific steps to take to act on the 
biblical commands. 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Share your action plan with the class 
or a partner.

do These Avoid These reAsons Why

Into the Word
Read James 1:19-27 aloud, listening for phrases to enter under the headings.

Be Still
      by Diana Derringer

I listen to the quiet,
with God in its midst.
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James 2:14-26
14 What good is it, my brothers and 

sisters, if someone claims to have faith 
but has no deeds? Can such faith save 
them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is 
without clothes and daily food. 16 If one 
of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep 
warm and well fed,” but does nothing 
about their physical needs, what good is 
it? 17  In the same way, faith by itself, if 
it is not accompanied by action, is dead.

18 But someone will say, “You have 
faith; I have deeds.”

Show me your faith without deeds, 
and I will show you my faith by my 
deeds. 19  You believe that there is one 
God. Good! Even the demons believe 
that—and shudder.

20 You foolish person, do you want evi-

Living Faith 49

    Living
Faith

Devotional Reading:  Matthew 18:23-35

Background Scripture:  James 2:14-26

 48 Be Still

will I get everything done, and when will 
I find time to do it all?

Although your obligations, challenges, 
and stressful situations differ from mine, 
I venture to say you have your own ver-
sion of my story. So, where does it all 
end? How do we balance the require-
ments of daily life with the individual 
God-given calls on our lives?

Slowing Down for the Greater 
Good 

I often realize that what’s missing in 
my life is time alone with God. So I 
draw away from everything. I replace 
the world of rushing and reacting with 
intentional deceleration. I listen to the 
quiet, with God in its midst. 

Sometimes I accomplish that at home 
in a quiet room or on a short walk. 
Other times I must get away. A 
park, prayer room, or off-the-
beaten-path side road serve the 
same purpose.

By briefly abandoning all that 
begs for attention, and by basking 
in God’s presence instead, God fre-
quently reveals his priorities for me. 
From that recurring pattern grew 
the following poem: 

Be Still 
No email, no IM, no games.
No texting, no TV, no tweets.
No talk, no travel, no phone.
No sports, no music, no books.
No visits,
      no shopping, no plans. 
Just stillness
and quiet
and calm.
Now I hear You, God.

Close your eyes and mind to the 
world around you. Allow God to 
transport you into sacred realms 
prepared especially for you. Per-
haps then, as I continue to learn, 
you will be ready to face whatever 
challenges each day brings.

When your busyness is for good 
purposes, how do you prioritize your 
work and rest?
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James 2:14-26
14 What good is it, my brothers and 

sisters, if someone claims to have faith 
but has no deeds? Can such faith save 
them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is 
without clothes and daily food. 16 If one 
of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep 
warm and well fed,” but does nothing 
about their physical needs, what good is 
it? 17  In the same way, faith by itself, if 
it is not accompanied by action, is dead.

18 But someone will say, “You have 
faith; I have deeds.”

Show me your faith without deeds, 
and I will show you my faith by my 
deeds. 19  You believe that there is one 
God. Good! Even the demons believe 
that—and shudder.

20 You foolish person, do you want evi-

dence that faith without deeds is useless? 
21 Was not our father Abraham consid-
ered righteous for what he did when he 
offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You 
see that his faith and his actions were 
working together, and his faith was made 
complete by what he did. 23  And the 
scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abra-
ham believed God, and it was credited to 
him as righteousness,” and he was called 
God’s friend. 24 You see that a person is 
considered righteous by what they do 
and not by faith alone.

25 In the same way, was not even Rahab 
the prostitute considered righteous for 
what she did when she gave lodging to the 
spies and sent them off in a different di-
rection? 26 As the body without the spirit 
is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.

Living Faith 49

    Living
Faith

Devotional Reading:  Matthew 18:23-35

Background Scripture:  James 2:14-26

 48 Be Still

Slowing Down for the Greater 
Good 

I often realize that what’s missing in 
my life is time alone with God. So I 
draw away from everything. I replace 
the world of rushing and reacting with 
intentional deceleration. I listen to the 
quiet, with God in its midst. 

Sometimes I accomplish that at home 
in a quiet room or on a short walk. 
Other times I must get away. A 
park, prayer room, or off-the-
beaten-path side road serve the 
same purpose.

By briefly abandoning all that 
begs for attention, and by basking 
in God’s presence instead, God fre-
quently reveals his priorities for me. 
From that recurring pattern grew 
the following poem: 

Be Still 
No email, no IM, no games.
No texting, no TV, no tweets.
No talk, no travel, no phone.
No sports, no music, no books.
No visits,
      no shopping, no plans. 
Just stillness
and quiet
and calm.
Now I hear You, God.

Close your eyes and mind to the 
world around you. Allow God to 
transport you into sacred realms 
prepared especially for you. Per-
haps then, as I continue to learn, 
you will be ready to face whatever 
challenges each day brings.

When your busyness is for good 
purposes, how do you prioritize your 
work and rest?

August 16
Lesson 11 (NIV)

Thought to Remember
Faith with no works is no faith at all.
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Saving Faith
2:14. James is blunt in today’s text. Faith, 

as James is using the term, is a kind of con-
fessional faith. It is belief or mental assent to 
the notion that God exists. Faith in its full-
ness involves a belief and trust that assume 
the action of a life lived in obedience to the 
law of Christ. For the purposes of James’s 
discussion, though, he’s using the word 
faith in a more truncated sense that some of 
his addressees seem to have adopted.

15. Some commentators have seen 
this example as comic in its exaggeration. 
“Surely,” we might say, “no one would be 
in a position of having no clothing or food 
whatsoever.” But James may be using over-
statement for effect.

Another possibility is that the word be-
ing translated without clothes is intended 
to signify inadequate clothing or a lack 
of proper clothing. Daily food echoes the 
need noted in Matthew 6:11 and 25:35.

16. Commentators disagree about which 
interpretation of the verbs keep warm and 
[be] well fed is the correct one. Seen one 
way, the actions they suggest put the re-
sponsibility for finding shelter and food on 
the  poverty-stricken person, as in “Go get 
yourself warmed up and fed.”

These verbs may be an example of what 
is sometimes called the “divine passive,” in 
which God is the implied source of the ac-
tion. In other words, the intent would be 
“May God warm you and fill you up.”

Either way, the one speaking avoids 
personal responsibility to act to meet the 
need. Under the second of the two inter-
pretations, he or she goes so far as to pro-
vide religious cover for inaction.

17. James draws a conclusion that reit-
erates and strengthens his original point. 

The phrase by itself reminds us that we 
are dealing with a definition of faith that 
James is opposing: mere intellectual ac-
knowledgment or mental assent to certain 
truths about God.

Vain Faith
18a. In the second part of his current 

line of argument, James describes a hypo-
thetical conversation. A challenge is posed 
to James’s assertion that “faith by itself, if 
it is not accompanied by action, is dead.” 
The first conversationalist is arguing that 
faith and deeds can be separated.

18b. There is no demonstrating of faith 
without deeds since faith is invisible. But the 
deeds of which James is speaking are the 
necessary products of valid faith. The per-
son who claims faith without deeds makes 
an absurd, empty claim.

It’s possible that James is also opposing 
here a line of thought that contends that 
an emphasis on faith by itself is just as ac-
ceptable as an emphasis on faith coupled 
with deeds. James disagrees: these two op-
tions are not equally acceptable since faith 
and deeds are fundamentally inseparable. 
There is no saving faith that does not 
manifest itself in deeds.

19. James presses his point by referring 
to what is called the Shema: “Hear, O Is-
rael: The Lord our God, the Lord is one” 
(Deuteronomy 6:4; the word Shema is the 
transliteration of the first three Hebrew 
letters of this verse). This is important as 
we recall that James is writing to Chris-
tians of Jewish background. Observant 
Jews of the time recited the Shema three 
times daily. Its teaching is still understood 
to be central to the Law of Moses. Jesus 
agreed with that assessment when he af-
firmed it to be the commandment that 
is above all others (Mark 12:28, 29). But 
what of the person who simply makes this 
confession and does nothing more?

James affirms that the confession is cor-
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rect. But then he points out that the de-
mons believe the same thing! They know 
who God is. Jesus encountered a man with 
an unclean spirit in a synagogue. When 
the man saw Jesus, the demons within 
him cried out, “What do you want with 
us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come 
to destroy us? I know who you are—the 
Holy One of God!” (Mark 1:24).

Indeed, there is no confusion among 
the forces of Satan about who God is and 
the extent of his power. Because they rec-
ognize him, they shudder. The person who 
claims faith without deeds is less respon-
sive to God than a demon!

Claiming to have faith is of no signifi-
cance at all if we do not act in faith. 

Exemplars of Faith
20. In characterizing those who oppose 

his view as foolish, James is calling them 
“empty.” This is strong language. James is 
living in a time that sees no problem with 
strong moral denunciation of those who are, 
in fact, in the wrong. Behind the emptiness 
of those who cling to a deedless faith lies the 
attempt to think that God accepts people 
merely on the basis that they acknowledge 
his existence. Were that the case, then logic 
would dictate that demons would be saved!

21a. Recalling again that James is writ-
ing to an audience of Christians of Jewish 
background (James 1:1), it is quite proper 
for him to appeal to an example involv-
ing our father Abraham. As we remember 
that Abraham was considered righteous for 
what he did, we keep in mind the context 
of James’s remarks of having just said that 
“faith without deeds is useless.” James asks 
the question we see here in such a way that 
it assumes agreement. Of course Abraham 
was justified by his works! Had he had no 
faith, there would have been no deeds.

21b. James has this one very particular 
deed in mind. The story of the sacrifice of 
Isaac is told only once in the Old Testa-

Living Faith 51

Key Verse
As the body without the spirit is 
dead, so faith without deeds is 
dead. —James 2:26
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The phrase by itself reminds us that we 
are dealing with a definition of faith that 
James is opposing: mere intellectual ac-
knowledgment or mental assent to certain 
truths about God.

Vain Faith
18a. In the second part of his current 

line of argument, James describes a hypo-
thetical conversation. A challenge is posed 
to James’s assertion that “faith by itself, if 
it is not accompanied by action, is dead.” 
The first conversationalist is arguing that 
faith and deeds can be separated.

18b. There is no demonstrating of faith 
without deeds since faith is invisible. But the 
deeds of which James is speaking are the 
necessary products of valid faith. The per-
son who claims faith without deeds makes 
an absurd, empty claim.

It’s possible that James is also opposing 
here a line of thought that contends that 
an emphasis on faith by itself is just as ac-
ceptable as an emphasis on faith coupled 
with deeds. James disagrees: these two op-
tions are not equally acceptable since faith 
and deeds are fundamentally inseparable. 
There is no saving faith that does not 
manifest itself in deeds.

19. James presses his point by referring 
to what is called the Shema: “Hear, O Is-
rael: The Lord our God, the Lord is one” 
(Deuteronomy 6:4; the word Shema is the 
transliteration of the first three Hebrew 
letters of this verse). This is important as 
we recall that James is writing to Chris-
tians of Jewish background. Observant 
Jews of the time recited the Shema three 
times daily. Its teaching is still understood 
to be central to the Law of Moses. Jesus 
agreed with that assessment when he af-
firmed it to be the commandment that 
is above all others (Mark 12:28, 29). But 
what of the person who simply makes this 
confession and does nothing more?

James affirms that the confession is cor-
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rect. But then he points out that the de-
mons believe the same thing! They know 
who God is. Jesus encountered a man with 
an unclean spirit in a synagogue. When 
the man saw Jesus, the demons within 
him cried out, “What do you want with 
us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come 
to destroy us? I know who you are—the 
Holy One of God!” (Mark 1:24).

Indeed, there is no confusion among 
the forces of Satan about who God is and 
the extent of his power. Because they rec-
ognize him, they shudder. The person who 
claims faith without deeds is less respon-
sive to God than a demon!

Claiming to have faith is of no signifi-
cance at all if we do not act in faith. 

Exemplars of Faith
20. In characterizing those who oppose 

his view as foolish, James is calling them 
“empty.” This is strong language. James is 
living in a time that sees no problem with 
strong moral denunciation of those who are, 
in fact, in the wrong. Behind the emptiness 
of those who cling to a deedless faith lies the 
attempt to think that God accepts people 
merely on the basis that they acknowledge 
his existence. Were that the case, then logic 
would dictate that demons would be saved!

21a. Recalling again that James is writ-
ing to an audience of Christians of Jewish 
background (James 1:1), it is quite proper 
for him to appeal to an example involv-
ing our father Abraham. As we remember 
that Abraham was considered righteous for 
what he did, we keep in mind the context 
of James’s remarks of having just said that 
“faith without deeds is useless.” James asks 
the question we see here in such a way that 
it assumes agreement. Of course Abraham 
was justified by his works! Had he had no 
faith, there would have been no deeds.

21b. James has this one very particular 
deed in mind. The story of the sacrifice of 
Isaac is told only once in the Old Testa-

ment (Genesis 22:1-19), but it had taken 
on great significance in the Jewish tradi-
tion by the first century AD. The rabbis 
point to this act as the preeminent exam-
ple of Abraham’s faithfulness. 

22a. When James says Abraham’s faith 
and his actions were working together, he is 
saying that the man’s faith functioned in 
tandem with his actions. 

22b. James goes further: it is by what he 
did that Abraham’s faith was made com-
plete. Faith itself is brought to its full re-
alization, its final form, its God-intended 
purpose when it is working. It means it is 
sufficient to do what God desires.

23. The scripture was fulfilled because 
the faith noted in Genesis 15:6 was made 
visible by the action of Genesis 22:1-10. 
The importance of Genesis 15:6 is seen 
in its being quoted four times in the New 
Testament.

24. Is faith alone, a faith that produces 
no action, a valid option? James says no. 
To be counted righteous like Abraham, one 
needs the kind of faith that leads to action. 

25. We might think it strange that James 
appeals to the example of Rahab to make 
his point. James gives no evidence that he 
has reservations about appealing to the ex-
ample of Rahab.

Justification is not about sinless perfec-
tion on the part of the one who is consid-
ered righteous.

Rahab was considered righteous on 
the basis of her faithful deeds—the sin-
gular act of harboring the Israelite spies 
who had entered the city of Jericho. In 
her hospitality, she provided for Israelites 
who were in need. In so doing, she set an 
example of what James calls on his read-
ers to do.

26. James concludes this portion of his 
letter with an analogy. Faith that makes 
one righteous cannot be separated from 
deeds that proceed from it. Faith without 
attendant deeds is no faith at all.
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James 3:1-12
1 Not many of you should become 

teachers, my fellow believers, because 
you know that we who teach will be 
judged more strictly. 2 We all stumble in 
many ways. Anyone who is never at fault 
in what they say is perfect, able to keep 
their whole body in check.

3 When we put bits into the mouths 
of horses to make them obey us, we can 
turn the whole animal. 4 Or take ships as 
an example. Although they are so large 
and are driven by strong winds, they are 
steered by a very small rudder wherever 
the pilot wants to go. 5  Likewise, the 
tongue is a small part of the body, but 
it makes great boasts. Consider what a 
great forest is set on fire by a small spark. 
6 The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil 
among the parts of the body. It corrupts 

Taming the Tongue 53

    Taming the
Tongue

Devotional Reading:  Isaiah 50:4-11

Background Scripture:  James 3:1-12

 52 August 16

Involvement Learning
      Living Faith

Into the Lesson

The connection between words and 
actions is important. Today’s Bible study 
offers us insight on this issue.

Into the Word
Read today’s text (page 49). Complete 

the following steps.
1–Underline commands.
2–Mark illustrations that clarify com-

mands with ≈ symbol. 
3–Mark sections that seem particu-

larly important with * symbol.
4–Mark surprising sections with ! 

symbol.
5–Mark anything you don’t under-

stand with ? symbol.

List reasons why connecting faith with 
works is difficult. 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

List reasons why connecting faith with 
works is reasonable.
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Into Life
I Believe — List tenets of the Christian 

faith.
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

I Do—List specific actions that would 
demonstrate Christian faith for each te-
net in the I Believe listing.
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Example: The statement I believe Jesus 
is the only way to God could draw the re-
sponse: Therefore I participate in my con-
gregation’s efforts to evangelize.

1–You know I love my spouse when 
you see me doing this: _________.

2–Because I love my children, you’ll 
see me doing this: ___________.

3–You know how I feel about my 
job when you see me doing this: 
___________.
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James 3:1-12
1 Not many of you should become 

teachers, my fellow believers, because 
you know that we who teach will be 
judged more strictly. 2 We all stumble in 
many ways. Anyone who is never at fault 
in what they say is perfect, able to keep 
their whole body in check.

3 When we put bits into the mouths 
of horses to make them obey us, we can 
turn the whole animal. 4 Or take ships as 
an example. Although they are so large 
and are driven by strong winds, they are 
steered by a very small rudder wherever 
the pilot wants to go. 5  Likewise, the 
tongue is a small part of the body, but 
it makes great boasts. Consider what a 
great forest is set on fire by a small spark. 
6 The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil 
among the parts of the body. It corrupts 

the whole body, sets the whole course of 
one’s life on fire, and is itself set on fire 
by hell.

7 All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles 
and sea creatures are being tamed and 
have been tamed by mankind, 8 but no 
human being can tame the tongue. It is a 
restless evil, full of deadly poison.

9 With the tongue we praise our Lord 
and Father, and with it we curse human 
beings, who have been made in God’s 
likeness. 10 Out of the same mouth come 
praise and cursing. My brothers and sis-
ters, this should not be. 11 Can both fresh 
water and salt water flow from the same 
spring? 12 My brothers and sisters, can a 
fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear 
figs? Neither can a salt spring produce 
fresh water.
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    Taming the
Tongue

August 23
Lesson 12 (NIV)

Devotional Reading:  Isaiah 50:4-11

Background Scripture:  James 3:1-12

 52 August 16

Into Life
I Believe — List tenets of the Christian 

faith.
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

I Do—List specific actions that would 
demonstrate Christian faith for each te-
net in the I Believe listing.
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Example: The statement I believe Jesus 
is the only way to God could draw the re-
sponse: Therefore I participate in my con-
gregation’s efforts to evangelize.

Thought to Remember
The tongue must be controlled.
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Warning to Teachers
3:1a. James opens this portion of his 

letter with a warning to those who want 
to become teachers. The Greek word be-
ing translated is equivalent to the Aramaic 
word Rabbi or Rabboni, referring to a re-
spected teacher. In some cases, people who 
are not teachers should become teachers. 
In other cases, people who are or desire to 
be teachers should not be. 

1b. James sounds a warning for those 
who are or desire to be teachers. He has al-
ready discussed the problem of discrimina-
tion based on wealth and social standing. 
So the warning can be seen to continue to 
address the desire for standing while mov-
ing into the discussion of use of the tongue.

It may also be that some teachers are 
being careless with the words they speak. 
This could stem from a desire for the 
honor that the teaching role brings at the 
expense of the content of what is taught. 
Being judged more strictly calls to mind the 
words of Jesus (see Matthew 12:36, 37). 
To teach carelessly marks one who is not 
faithfully exerting self-control.

There are two primary schools of 
thought about how James 3:1 relates to 
what follows. Some see it as introducing the 
general topic of speech by referring to a par-
ticular circumstance of speech. Others see 
the reverse, saying that this verse introduces 
material especially important for teachers 
themselves. This lesson will consider the 
text as instruction specifically for teachers 
and those who desire to be teachers. The 
analogies James uses and the direct points 
he makes are certainly applicable in an ex-
tended sense to all Christians.

2. The word translated stumble begins a 
word picture of careless uses of the tongue 
(what they say). To be wary of how one’s 
words are taken is particularly important 
for the teacher who is charged with com-
municating Christian doctrine to new 
believers. Teachers who fail in this area 
will speak in ways that are harmful to the 
church body. Habits of speech are, there-
fore, particularly important as the teacher 
gives direction to the community.

Even so, the person who is never guilty 
of verbal miscues does not exist. The hy-
pothetical person who achieves perfection 
in speech would, by extension, be able to 
control every aspect of his or her life; that 
is, be able to keep their whole body in check. 
Older versions of the Bible use the transla-
tion bridle instead of check. In that sense, 
James is using a word picture of a horse 
that is under control. This is reinforced in 
James 1:26 where the same word is trans-
lated “keep a tight rein.”

If the teacher can control the tongue in 
teaching, then the result will be to impart 
the truth of the faith. Consider all that 
teachers are responsible for: they must pass 
along biblical truth accurately and thor-
oughly. They are responsible for interpreta-
tion and application. They guide Christian 
believers in many aspects of life— spiritually, 
intellectually, and morally.

Chapter 3 is pivotal as James connects 
speech to control of the body. To control 
the tongue means that one can control 
one’s entire self. Teaching, then, is not lim-
ited to speech. It also comes about through 
the actions of the teacher. Truthful teach-
ing includes consistency: words spoken by 
the teacher are consistent with the teach-
er’s life. The walk matches the talk.

Power of the Tongue
3. A bridle usually includes a bit, which 

is a metal device inserted into the mouth 
of a horse. The bit results in discomfort, 
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causing the horse to respond to the pres-
sure of the reins attached to the bridle. 
If the rider pulls back on both reins, the 
horse will slow until the pressure from the 
reins is released. Just as the bit guides the 
horse, so the tongue of the teacher guides 
the church.

4. James extends his discussion of the im-
pact of the teacher’s words on the church. 
The analogy involves contrasting the size 
of a ship’s steering mechanism with the size 
of the ship itself. Two forces are at work: 
(1) strong winds on the ship as a whole and 
(2) the ship’s pilot at the helm. So much de-
pends on the one steering the ship!

5a. James pauses to ensure that his read-
ers do not miss the point of the first two 
analogies: the tongue has an outsized im-
portance relative to its small size.

5b. All of us are aware of the devastat-
ing impact that an uncontrolled forest fire 
can have. Often, these fires are caused by 
something very small.

6. Similar phrasing is found in Prov-
erbs 16:27 and Isaiah 30:27. Though the 
tongue is only one piece of the whole body, 
it has an outsized effect.

Three results of an unchecked tongue 
are noted. The first (corrupts the whole 
body) is that a person is made unholy. The 
second (sets the whole course of one’s life on 
fire) involves a Greek word referring to 
birth or lineage; the tongue can upset the 
natural cycle of life in very short order. 
The third (is itself set on fire by hell) offers 
insight regarding the source of abuses in-
flicted by the tongue.

7. James begins a comparison from an-
other setting: that of humanity’s taming 
of various creatures. The idea of taming 
is close to the command of Genesis 1:28 
for humankind to “rule over” all creatures. 
Humans have the proven ability to exer-
cise dominion over all earthly creatures, 
whether for good or bad.

8. Animals can be tamed, but can the 

Taming the Tongue 55

Key Verse
The tongue is a small part of the 
body, but it makes great boasts. 
Consider what a great forest is set 
on fire by a small spark.

—James 3:5
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2. The word translated stumble begins a 
word picture of careless uses of the tongue 
(what they say). To be wary of how one’s 
words are taken is particularly important 
for the teacher who is charged with com-
municating Christian doctrine to new 
believers. Teachers who fail in this area 
will speak in ways that are harmful to the 
church body. Habits of speech are, there-
fore, particularly important as the teacher 
gives direction to the community.

Even so, the person who is never guilty 
of verbal miscues does not exist. The hy-
pothetical person who achieves perfection 
in speech would, by extension, be able to 
control every aspect of his or her life; that 
is, be able to keep their whole body in check. 
Older versions of the Bible use the transla-
tion bridle instead of check. In that sense, 
James is using a word picture of a horse 
that is under control. This is reinforced in 
James 1:26 where the same word is trans-
lated “keep a tight rein.”

If the teacher can control the tongue in 
teaching, then the result will be to impart 
the truth of the faith. Consider all that 
teachers are responsible for: they must pass 
along biblical truth accurately and thor-
oughly. They are responsible for interpreta-
tion and application. They guide Christian 
believers in many aspects of life— spiritually, 
intellectually, and morally.

Chapter 3 is pivotal as James connects 
speech to control of the body. To control 
the tongue means that one can control 
one’s entire self. Teaching, then, is not lim-
ited to speech. It also comes about through 
the actions of the teacher. Truthful teach-
ing includes consistency: words spoken by 
the teacher are consistent with the teach-
er’s life. The walk matches the talk.

Power of the Tongue
3. A bridle usually includes a bit, which 

is a metal device inserted into the mouth 
of a horse. The bit results in discomfort, 
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causing the horse to respond to the pres-
sure of the reins attached to the bridle. 
If the rider pulls back on both reins, the 
horse will slow until the pressure from the 
reins is released. Just as the bit guides the 
horse, so the tongue of the teacher guides 
the church.

4. James extends his discussion of the im-
pact of the teacher’s words on the church. 
The analogy involves contrasting the size 
of a ship’s steering mechanism with the size 
of the ship itself. Two forces are at work: 
(1) strong winds on the ship as a whole and 
(2) the ship’s pilot at the helm. So much de-
pends on the one steering the ship!

5a. James pauses to ensure that his read-
ers do not miss the point of the first two 
analogies: the tongue has an outsized im-
portance relative to its small size.

5b. All of us are aware of the devastat-
ing impact that an uncontrolled forest fire 
can have. Often, these fires are caused by 
something very small.

6. Similar phrasing is found in Prov-
erbs 16:27 and Isaiah 30:27. Though the 
tongue is only one piece of the whole body, 
it has an outsized effect.

Three results of an unchecked tongue 
are noted. The first (corrupts the whole 
body) is that a person is made unholy. The 
second (sets the whole course of one’s life on 
fire) involves a Greek word referring to 
birth or lineage; the tongue can upset the 
natural cycle of life in very short order. 
The third (is itself set on fire by hell) offers 
insight regarding the source of abuses in-
flicted by the tongue.

7. James begins a comparison from an-
other setting: that of humanity’s taming 
of various creatures. The idea of taming 
is close to the command of Genesis 1:28 
for humankind to “rule over” all creatures. 
Humans have the proven ability to exer-
cise dominion over all earthly creatures, 
whether for good or bad.

8. Animals can be tamed, but can the 

tongue? No one truly brings his or her 
tongue into full submission.

Although no one is able to keep his or her 
tongue perfectly controlled, we must make 
the effort since uncontrolled speech de-
stroys. James’s word picture of deadly poison 
brings to mind Psalm 140:3: “[The violent] 
make their tongues as sharp as a serpent’s; 
the poison of vipers is on their lips.”

Image of God
9. James is concerned with the di-

vided hearts of his audience. A divided 
heart most clearly reveals itself in divided 
speech. Divided speech is heard when the 
tongue speaks blessing in the worship of 
God and then curses those who have been 
made in God’s likeness (Genesis 1:26, 27).

If the tongue is blessing God in wor-
ship one minute only to turn around and 
curse those made in God’s image in the 
next, then corrective action is called for. A 
corrective action of keeping silent will be a 
start but only a start; the deeper problem 
to solve is one of heart attitude.

10. A modern illustration of this prob-
lem is inconsistent use of social media. 
Think of a hypothetical believer who posts 
positive messages of witness for Christ one 
minute, then turns around and posts per-
sonal attacks the next! 

The bottom line is that this double life is 
unacceptable to God. Words that flow from 
our hearts should be consistently holy.

11. The questions that James asks are 
meant to stir reflection in the hearts of be-
lievers. The questions are rhetorical, with 
answers obvious as they concern clear in-
compatibilities. Of course a spring cannot 
produce both fresh water and salt water. 
The application is impossible to miss.

12. The products mentioned are com-
mon to the agricultural economy of the 
day. James draws on this fact to craft an-
other rhetorical question, reinforcing the 
point just made (see Matthew 7:16).
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James 3:13-18
13 Who is wise and understanding 

among you? Let them show it by their 
good life, by deeds done in the humil-
ity that comes from wisdom. 14  But if 
you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambi-
tion in your hearts, do not boast about 
it or deny the truth. 15  Such “wisdom” 
does not come down from heaven but 
is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16  For 
where you have envy and selfish ambi-
tion, there you find disorder and every 
evil practice.

17 But the wisdom that comes from 
heaven is first of all pure; then peace-
loving, considerate, submissive, full of 
mercy and good fruit, impartial and sin-
cere. 18  Peacemakers who sow in peace 
reap a harvest of righteousness.

Two Kinds of Wisdom 57

    Two Kinds
of Wisdom

Devotional Reading:  Psalm 32:1-11

Background Scripture:  James 3:13-18; 5:7-12

 56 August 23

Involvement Learning
      Taming the Tongue

Into the Lesson
Given the facts of the scenarios below, 

what actions should be taken (or should 
have been taken), if any?

1– My third-grade teacher in the public 
elementary school once called me “air-
headed” when I didn’t have the right 
response to a question.

____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

2–When a math teacher at our college 
couldn’t get a quadratic equation to 
compute, a student had to point out that 
he was trying to take the square root of a 
negative number! Such incompetence!

____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

3–One professor at the local college really 
knows how to teach economics! The stu-
dents hang on his every word. But from 
what I know of his life outside the college 
classroom, the man is a racist.

____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

(1) instead of a public school teacher it 
is a Sunday school teacher.
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

(2) instead of math course at college it is 
a church class in basic doctrine taught by 
an elder.
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

(3) the professor in economics is also 
a deacon at your church, and he excels at 
teaching the Bible.
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Into the Word
Read James 3:1-12.
1–Which comparison gives you the 

greatest insight into problems with the 
tongue?
____________________________________
____________________________________

2–Which comparison reminds you 
most of an issue you’ve seen but not ex-
perienced personally?
____________________________________
____________________________________

3–Which comparison illustrates most 
sharply a difficult situation you have had 
to face?
____________________________________
____________________________________

Into Life
Develop a role play for the following 

scenarios:
1–You overhear a teacher at church talking 

at length about how upset he is with your 
minister.

2–A friend describes the terrible housekeep-
ing habits of a mutual friend.

3–A snippy acquaintance asks you if you got 
your outfit at a thrift store.

4–A friend gripes about behavior of some-
one’s child.
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James 3:13-18
13 Who is wise and understanding 

among you? Let them show it by their 
good life, by deeds done in the humil-
ity that comes from wisdom. 14  But if 
you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambi-
tion in your hearts, do not boast about 
it or deny the truth. 15  Such “wisdom” 
does not come down from heaven but 
is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16  For 
where you have envy and selfish ambi-
tion, there you find disorder and every 
evil practice.

17 But the wisdom that comes from 
heaven is first of all pure; then peace-
loving, considerate, submissive, full of 
mercy and good fruit, impartial and sin-
cere. 18  Peacemakers who sow in peace 
reap a harvest of righteousness.

James 5:7-12
7 Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, 

until the Lord’s coming. See how the 
farmer waits for the land to yield its valu-
able crop, patiently waiting for the au-
tumn and spring rains. 8 You too, be pa-
tient and stand firm, because the Lord’s 
coming is near. 9 Don’t grumble against 
one another, brothers and sisters, or you 
will be judged. The Judge is standing at 
the door!

10 Brothers and sisters, as an example 
of patience in the face of suffering, take 
the prophets who spoke in the name of 
the Lord. 11 As you know, we count as 
blessed those who have persevered. You 
have heard of Job’s perseverance and 
have seen what the Lord finally brought 
about. The Lord is full of compassion 
and mercy.

12 Above all, my brothers and sisters, 
do not swear —not by heaven or by earth 
or by anything else. All you need to say 
is a simple “Yes” or “No.” Otherwise you 
will be condemned.

Two Kinds of Wisdom 57

    Two Kinds
of Wisdom

August 30
Lesson 13 (NIV)

Devotional Reading:  Psalm 32:1-11

Background Scripture:  James 3:13-18; 5:7-12
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(3) the professor in economics is also 
a deacon at your church, and he excels at 
teaching the Bible.
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Into the Word
Read James 3:1-12.
1–Which comparison gives you the 

greatest insight into problems with the 
tongue?
____________________________________
____________________________________

2–Which comparison reminds you 
most of an issue you’ve seen but not ex-
perienced personally?
____________________________________
____________________________________

3–Which comparison illustrates most 
sharply a difficult situation you have had 
to face?
____________________________________
____________________________________

Into Life
Develop a role play for the following 

scenarios:
1–You overhear a teacher at church talking 

at length about how upset he is with your 
minister.

2–A friend describes the terrible housekeep-
ing habits of a mutual friend.

3–A snippy acquaintance asks you if you got 
your outfit at a thrift store.

4–A friend gripes about behavior of some-
one’s child.

Thought to Remember
Choose God’s wisdom.
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In Education
3:13. By speaking of the one who is wise 

and understanding, James likely continues 
to have the teachers in mind. He introduces 
the issue in a confrontational way: “So you 
think you’re wise and understanding?” he 
seems to ask. “Then prove it by living a 
good life.” 

14. Envy translates a word that can also 
be rendered “zeal,” as it is in John 2:17—
that’s zeal in a good sense. The verse before 
us portrays zeal in a bad sense, as an attitude 
that crosses over into inappropriate jealou-
sy. That such envy is bitter suggests that it 
manifests itself in anger and harsh speaking.

It is conceivable in this context that 
teachers might harbor envy of each other’s 
gifts. This would result in strife, as it had 
in Corinth. Such behavior will seem from 
the outside to prove that their teaching is a 
lie. Thus it brings disrepute to the truth of 
the gospel they proclaim.

15. James has articulated the standard: 
lives must match words. But the reality is 
that at least some do not meet this stan-
dard. They adhere to a wisdom that does 
not come down from heaven, meaning that 
it is not from God. 

Unspiritual is the very opposite of spiri-
tual. The condemnation demonic reinforc-
es the identity of its source.

Worldly wisdom leads to bad outcomes. 
In this case, it leads to disorder and every 
evil practice. The communal impact of this 
“wisdom” is damaging in the extreme. It 
threatens the very integrity of the churches.

17. There is a better choice! The adjec-
tives that James applies to the wisdom that 

comes from heaven, from God, call to mind 
Paul’s list of the fruit of the Spirit (Gala-
tians 5:22, 23). 

Submissive means something like “willing 
to yield” or “open to reason.” To be impar-
tial goes hand in hand with having sincerity.

18. The desired goal of one who seeks 
true wisdom is peace. Heretofore, the 
teachers may have been fostering conflicts 
among themselves (James 4:1). Those who 
are peacemakers, however, are said to sow 
in peace. A harvest of righteousness can be 
both what is sown and what is harvested 
as a cycle of peace begins. Righteousness 
is inclusive of one’s words and one’s works.

In Persecution
In order best to understand James’s di-

rectives in 5:7-12, we have to understand 
that these are in response to the first six 
verses of the chapter. A strong argument 
can be made that 5:1-6 is spoken against 
landlords who are unbelievers. We notice 
that they are not called to repent but to 
“weep and wail” in light of the coming 
judgment (James 5:1).

Such landowners come from the hand-
ful of rich outsiders who make life miser-
able for many of their tenant farmers and/
or day laborers. The accusations are writ-
ten for the benefit of impoverished Chris-
tians of Jewish background to whom the 
letter as a whole is addressed.

5:7. James is writing to a group of be-
lievers who have cause to be angry and 
despondent. The phrase brothers and sisters 
indicates that James’s words are not in-
tended for the rich landlord unbelievers of 
James 5:1-6, but for Christians who suffer 
at their hands.

James points the oppressed believers to 
the Lord’s coming as the ultimate solution. 
This might seem like a cop-out to some 
modern readers who are used to enacting 
change through the democratic process. 
But we have to remember that the world of 
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the first century AD has no such process. 
Appeal for change might be made to the 
consciences of those who have the power 
to make a change. But hope for change 
ultimately resides in taking the long view, 
which looks to the return of Christ.

To await Jesus’ return requires patiently 
waiting on the part of believers. Just as the 
farmer waits patiently for his crop, the poor, 
oppressed believers are to wait patiently for 
the coming of God’s judgment. Because 
God can be trusted to send a harvest in its 
time, Jesus can also be trusted to return as 
he has promised.

In Israel it is quite rare for rain to fall 
between May 1 and October 15. Thus the 
autumn and spring rains refers to rain that 
comes during the rest of the year. Since 
James’s addressees are “scattered among the 
nations” (James 1:1), their experience will 
differ by location. 

8. Just like the farmer of verse 7, James’s 
audience is to be patient. Christians must be 
resolute and courageous in earthly circum-
stances while awaiting the Lord’s coming. 
Such resolve will involve rejecting the nega-
tive views of skeptics (2 Peter 3:3-15; etc.).

9. Why would James’s addressees be 
holding grudges against one another? One 
possibility is that those to whom James 
writes are taking out their frustrations on 
each other. Perhaps they disagree about how 
to handle the situation. Perhaps their op-
pressive situations are unequal, resulting in 
covetousness of a fellow believer’s assets or 
circumstances. Regardless, they are in dan-
ger of being judged. It would be tragic in-
deed if the judgment that God has prepared 
for their oppressors also comes on some of 
them because of failure in this regard.

9b. This warning implies the imminent 
return of the Lord. That he is standing at the 
door can mean “expected very soon” or “can 
happen at any time.” Either is cause for re-
pentance! Christians who harbor bitter ness 
toward one another lose their witness.

Two Kinds of Wisdom 59

Key Verse
The wisdom that comes from heav-
en is first of all pure; then peace-
loving, considerate, submissive, 
full of mercy and good fruit, impar-
tial and sincere. —James 3:17
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comes from heaven, from God, call to mind 
Paul’s list of the fruit of the Spirit (Gala-
tians 5:22, 23). 

Submissive means something like “willing 
to yield” or “open to reason.” To be impar-
tial goes hand in hand with having sincerity.

18. The desired goal of one who seeks 
true wisdom is peace. Heretofore, the 
teachers may have been fostering conflicts 
among themselves (James 4:1). Those who 
are peacemakers, however, are said to sow 
in peace. A harvest of righteousness can be 
both what is sown and what is harvested 
as a cycle of peace begins. Righteousness 
is inclusive of one’s words and one’s works.

In Persecution
In order best to understand James’s di-

rectives in 5:7-12, we have to understand 
that these are in response to the first six 
verses of the chapter. A strong argument 
can be made that 5:1-6 is spoken against 
landlords who are unbelievers. We notice 
that they are not called to repent but to 
“weep and wail” in light of the coming 
judgment (James 5:1).

Such landowners come from the hand-
ful of rich outsiders who make life miser-
able for many of their tenant farmers and/
or day laborers. The accusations are writ-
ten for the benefit of impoverished Chris-
tians of Jewish background to whom the 
letter as a whole is addressed.

5:7. James is writing to a group of be-
lievers who have cause to be angry and 
despondent. The phrase brothers and sisters 
indicates that James’s words are not in-
tended for the rich landlord unbelievers of 
James 5:1-6, but for Christians who suffer 
at their hands.

James points the oppressed believers to 
the Lord’s coming as the ultimate solution. 
This might seem like a cop-out to some 
modern readers who are used to enacting 
change through the democratic process. 
But we have to remember that the world of 
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the first century AD has no such process. 
Appeal for change might be made to the 
consciences of those who have the power 
to make a change. But hope for change 
ultimately resides in taking the long view, 
which looks to the return of Christ.

To await Jesus’ return requires patiently 
waiting on the part of believers. Just as the 
farmer waits patiently for his crop, the poor, 
oppressed believers are to wait patiently for 
the coming of God’s judgment. Because 
God can be trusted to send a harvest in its 
time, Jesus can also be trusted to return as 
he has promised.

In Israel it is quite rare for rain to fall 
between May 1 and October 15. Thus the 
autumn and spring rains refers to rain that 
comes during the rest of the year. Since 
James’s addressees are “scattered among the 
nations” (James 1:1), their experience will 
differ by location. 

8. Just like the farmer of verse 7, James’s 
audience is to be patient. Christians must be 
resolute and courageous in earthly circum-
stances while awaiting the Lord’s coming. 
Such resolve will involve rejecting the nega-
tive views of skeptics (2 Peter 3:3-15; etc.).

9. Why would James’s addressees be 
holding grudges against one another? One 
possibility is that those to whom James 
writes are taking out their frustrations on 
each other. Perhaps they disagree about how 
to handle the situation. Perhaps their op-
pressive situations are unequal, resulting in 
covetousness of a fellow believer’s assets or 
circumstances. Regardless, they are in dan-
ger of being judged. It would be tragic in-
deed if the judgment that God has prepared 
for their oppressors also comes on some of 
them because of failure in this regard.

9b. This warning implies the imminent 
return of the Lord. That he is standing at the 
door can mean “expected very soon” or “can 
happen at any time.” Either is cause for re-
pentance! Christians who harbor bitter ness 
toward one another lose their witness.

10. Because of the strong opposition 
they faced, the prophets are examples to 
James’s readers (and to all believers) of pa-
tience in the face of suffering. They endured 
so much (see Hebrews 11:33, 37, 38). 

The prophets are thus examples to all 
Christians of all eras in their faith-based 
manner of life. They did not merely speak 
the words of God; rather, they lived out 
their faith and trusted in him by action.

The nations of Israel and Judah heard the 
words of the prophets and ignored them. 
We know that this was frustrating for the 
men who were called to prophetic ministry. 
It required a great deal of patience for them 
to keep preaching God’s message of repen-
tance to people who would not listen and 
would not obey—to their own destruction.

11a. This phrase speaks of the prophets 
as those who have persevered. 

11b. This leads James to another exam-
ple of perseverance and patience: that of Job 
(Job 1:20-22; 2:10). What the Lord finally 
brought about refers to the Lord’s purpose 
in allowing Job to suffer as he did.

Consider the outcomes of Job’s suffering 
(Job 42:10, 12-17). Those outcomes cause 
us to see the grace of the Lord, that he is 
full of . . . mercy. 

12. James regularly alludes to Jesus’s teach-
ings. The verse before us offers the clearest 
connection in that regard, which features 
a direct quotation from Matthew 5:34-37. 
Elsewhere the teachings of Jesus bubble just 
below the surface of James’s discussions.

The phrase above all implies that the 
swearing of oaths is the most egregious sin 
that the original readers are engaged in. 
We can envision situations in which poor 
Christians are tempted to swear oaths in 
order to obtain credit for food, all the 
while knowing they might not be able to 
pay the bill when it is due. In other words, 
the swearing of an oath involves them in 
behavior that does not glorify God—quite 
the opposite! 

Two Kinds of Wisdom 59
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Involvement Learning
      Two Kinds of Wisdom

Into the Lesson

Create an acrostic of the word wisdom. 
Which word in your acrostic describes 
wisdom most accurately?

Today we consider more of what James 
has to say about wisdom as we look at 
two passages from his letter.

Into the Word
Read James 3:13-18 and 5:7-12. As 

you read today’s text, note behavior that 
belongs under either heading.
Godly Wisdom:
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Worldly Wisdom:
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

What can you do to contribute godly 
wisdom to the church today?
____________________________________
____________________________________

Read Galatians 5:22, 23. Which items 
from this list are also in James’s list in 
3:17? 
____________________________________
____________________________________

What does this tell us about how to 
achieve the wisdom that James describes 
here?
____________________________________
____________________________________

Into Life
Conduct a search in contemporary 

sources for examples of godly wisdom 
and worldly wisdom. Do this in one of 
two ways:

• Newspapers and/or magazines.
• Internet. Use smartphones or tablets 

to search for examples from news 
items of the last seven days.

Which kind of wisdom was easier to 
find, and why? 
____________________________________
____________________________________

Read James 3:17. Decide which of the 
qualities listed there is the biggest chal-
lenge to you personally. Then complete 
this sentence: I can demonstrate godly 
wisdom this week by . . .
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________ Ju

ne
 8
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What can you do to contribute godly 
wisdom to the church today?
____________________________________
____________________________________

Read Galatians 5:22, 23. Which items 
from this list are also in James’s list in 
3:17? 
____________________________________
____________________________________

What does this tell us about how to 
achieve the wisdom that James describes 
here?
____________________________________
____________________________________

Into Life
Conduct a search in contemporary 

sources for examples of godly wisdom 
and worldly wisdom. Do this in one of 
two ways:

• Newspapers and/or magazines.
• Internet. Use smartphones or tablets 

to search for examples from news 
items of the last seven days.

Which kind of wisdom was easier to 
find, and why? 
____________________________________
____________________________________

Read James 3:17. Decide which of the 
qualities listed there is the biggest chal-
lenge to you personally. Then complete 
this sentence: I can demonstrate godly 
wisdom this week by . . .
____________________________________
____________________________________
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Quarterly Quiz 63

Lesson 1
1. The fear of consequences is the begin-

ning of knowledge. T/F. Proverbs 1:7
2. If _______ men entice you, do not go 

along with them. Proverbs 1:10

Lesson 2
1. To what two items is wisdom com-

pared? (gold, silver, treasure, a lamp?) Prov-
erbs 2:4

2. The Lord is the giver of wisdom, 
knowledge, and ______. Proverbs 2:6

Lesson 3
1. Wisdom is more valuable than rubies. 

T/F. Proverbs 8:11 
2. Wisdom loves those who _______ 

her. Proverbs 8:17

Lesson 4
1. To go in the way of understanding, 

you must leave your _______ ways. Prov-
erbs 9:6

2. If you give instruction to a wise man, 
he will become _______. Proverbs 9:9

Lesson 5
1. Who was the messenger sent ahead of 

Jesus? (Elisha, John the Baptist, Paul?) Mat-
thew 11:10, 11

2. Jesus was criticized for being what? 
(dishonest, a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners, lustful?) Matthew 11:19 

Lesson 6
1. Jesus’ parents knew to look for Jesus in 

the temple. T/F. Luke 2:46
2. Jesus increased in _______ and stat-

ure. Luke 2:52

Lesson 7
1. A prophet is not without honor, except 

in his own _______. Mark 6:4
2. Jesus performed many miracles in his 

hometown. T/F. Mark 6:5
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Lesson 1
1. The fear of consequences is the begin-

ning of knowledge. T/F. Proverbs 1:7
2. If _______ men entice you, do not go 

along with them. Proverbs 1:10

Lesson 2
1. To what two items is wisdom com-

pared? (gold, silver, treasure, a lamp?) Prov-
erbs 2:4

2. The Lord is the giver of wisdom, 
knowledge, and ______. Proverbs 2:6

Lesson 3
1. Wisdom is more valuable than rubies. 

T/F. Proverbs 8:11 
2. Wisdom loves those who _______ 

her. Proverbs 8:17

Lesson 4
1. To go in the way of understanding, 

you must leave your _______ ways. Prov-
erbs 9:6

2. If you give instruction to a wise man, 
he will become _______. Proverbs 9:9

Lesson 5
1. Who was the messenger sent ahead of 

Jesus? (Elisha, John the Baptist, Paul?) Mat-
thew 11:10, 11

2. Jesus was criticized for being what? 
(dishonest, a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners, lustful?) Matthew 11:19 

Lesson 6
1. Jesus’ parents knew to look for Jesus in 

the temple. T/F. Luke 2:46
2. Jesus increased in _______ and stat-

ure. Luke 2:52

Lesson 7
1. A prophet is not without honor, except 

in his own _______. Mark 6:4
2. Jesus performed many miracles in his 

hometown. T/F. Mark 6:5

Lesson 8
1. Which of these things did Jesus reveal 

himself to be? (the way, the key, the an-
swer?) John 14:6

2. Jesus said that those who have seen 
him have seen the Father. T/F. John 14:9

Lesson 9
1. If you lack wisdom and ask God for 

it, he will give it to you _______. James 1:5 
2. James contrasts having faith with 

doubting. T/F. James 1:6

Lesson 10
1. James defines self-deceit as hearing 

God’s Word but not obeying it. T/F. James 
1:22

2. Which item is not included in James’s 
definition of pure religion? (looking after 
widows and orphans, not being polluted by 
the world, being respected by the congrega-
tion?) James 1:27

Lesson 11
1. According to James, it doesn’t matter 

if works accompany faith. T/F. James 2:17
2. James referred to Rahab as a positive 

example of works accompanying faith. T/F. 
James 2:25

Lesson 12
1. The tongue is like _______ that can 

set someone’s life ablaze. James 3:6
2. A tongue used to bless God should not 

also _______ the people he made. James 
3:9, 10

Lesson 13
1. What quality is evident in a person 

with wisdom? (confidence, humility, ability 
to convince?) James 3:13

2. Wisdom from above shows partial-
ity toward rich people. T/F. James 3:17, 
18
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